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So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him.
Colossians 2:6 (NIV)
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S h y i r a Tr u s t
Registered Charity Number 1118979

Patron: The Rt Revd Paul Bayes, Bishop of Liverpool
Hon President: Prof Allan Hobson MBE

Supporting people in North West Rwanda, Africa

r e l i ev i n g p ov e r t y
a d v a nc i ng e d u c at i o n
p r e s e r v i n g a nd p r ot ec t i n g g o o d h e al t h
Mothers Union
Aim: To support MU members in serving their communities
Achieved:
•
•
•

Members supported with bedding and kitchen utensils
Training of 25 MU trainers from all over the Diocese
Successful Revolving Goat Loan project

Challenges:
•
•

To extend the MU support across Kivu diocese
To work through the Gisenyi MU to help the most needy
parts of the diocese

Butaka Parish Church
Aim: To provide a church in Butaka

Achieved:
•
•

Building completed
Worshipping community in church

Challenges:
•

Fund windows, doors and flooring

Groupe Scolaire Secondary School
•

Continuing to support needy students in Shyira

Primary Schools
Aim:
•

To support school ministry by providing equipment,
school materials and evangelistic outreach

How YOU can help
See our website:
Email us for further information:
Donations may be sent to:
Donate online:
Like us on Facebook:

http://www.shyiratrust.org.uk
shyira-06@shyiratrust.org.uk
Shyira Trust, Secretary: Ken Davies
53 Stapleton Road, Formby, Liverpool L37 2YT
https://www.stewardship.org.uk/partners/shyiratrust
https://www.facebook.com/shyiratrust

Vicar – Rev. Dr. Matt Davis

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
The Vicarage

Dear Friends,
There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under the heavens:
a time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot,
a time to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
a time to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw away,
a time to tear and a time to mend,
a time to be silent and a time to speak,
a time to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time for peace.

You might recognise the words above from Ecclesiastes 3:1–8 in the Bible: they appeared in
a well-known 1960s pop song by The Byrds. There’s something timeless about them. They
are seemingly simple pairs of words, that somehow encapsulate so much about our experience
of life. That’s one reason families sometimes ask for this reading for a loved one’s funeral—
though, they can feel a bit uncomfortable with the final two lines.
I’ve been reminded of these words recently with the war in Ukraine. Only a few weeks ago life
was peaceful before the Russian troops and bombs invaded their country. Now our
newspapers and TV screens are daily filled with images of the destruction and horrors of war.
Millions of refugees are fleeing and some may even end up in Formby. A time of love has given
way to a time of hate, a time of peace has given way to a time of war. We long for one, but
have the other.
Peace is tremendously fragile. That’s true not only on a global scale, but sometimes within
families too. We can take peace for granted, not spotting what is going on under the surface.
And with God, we can take peace with him for granted too.
The story of the Bible, from beginning to end, is how God has made peace with people.
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We’ve wandered off, rejected him and will suffer the consequences. BUT! But, God has made
a way for us to be at peace with him:
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in Jesus, and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making
peace through his blood, shed on the cross. (Colossians 1:19–20)
Because of Jesus, who died on the cross for us, we can have true and lasting peace with God:
no more fear. So many people don’t know this. And those of us who do, how easy it is for us
to take this for granted. As we prepare to celebrate Easter later this month, let’s be filling our
minds with the wonders of what God has done in Christ Jesus for us.
with every blessing,
Matt

CHURCH REGISTER
Weddings -

19th March - Ian Stanley & Hannah Yell
26th March - Chris Halley & Keighley Lavelle

Funerals

8th March - Roy Skeldon (interment of ashes)
22nd March - Alan Smith (interment of ashes)
29th March - Maureen Fraser

DATES AND NOTES
CTiFAH – Good Friday 15th April – Passion Play in the Village starting at 11.00am.
SERVICES – we ask everyone to do a lateral flow test on the previous day. We are still
wearing face coverings in church and sitting with social distancing between “bubbles”.
For those who want to continue to sit in alternate pews you can do that on the right
hand side of church. For those still not happy about coming into church, you can watch
and listen in to our services on Zoom. Contact the wardens or Jean Cox for details.
We are now using the Meeting Room again for teas and coffees after the 10.30 service.
PRAYER CHAIN – Please contact Philip Lowe if you know of someone who would appreciate
prayer support (p.h.lowe50@btinternet.com).
TUESDAY LUNCHES – 5th April (just one this month). Soup, sandwiches and cake from 12
noon to 2pm. Donations requested.
OPEN DOOR SATURDAYS – April 2nd from 10 – 12 noon (last until September). This
includes Crafty Folk.
WOODLAND WORKSHOP – 2nd Saturday so April 9th (contact Peter Griffin re times).
PARISH BREAKFAST – 1st Sunday so April 3rd – names on list in church, please, or contact
Ann Wood by phone on 01704 201859.
PAYMENT FOR MAGAZINES – due to the Covid situation at the time of going to press,
it has been decided to ask readers whether they would again be so kind as to put either
a cheque for £10 made out to St. Luke’s PCC or £10 in cash in an envelope clearly
marked with “2022 MAGAZINE CHEQUE/CASH FROM (NAME + ROAD)”. This envelope
can then either be put on the plate in church or posted to or put through the letterbox
of Mr. David Moore, 21 Vicarage Rd., Formby, L37 1XT.
OTHER DATE IN APRIL – St George’s Day Saturday 23rd April.
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It is only a few weeks until we hope to open the Tea Room again. We will be opening on
Friday 29th April. It will be our 13th season and we plan to be open until the end of August.
Thank you to those who have helped over the last 12 years – you know what to do – and we
will warmly welcome any new helpers who can lay a table, carry a tray, make a sandwich, put
out outdoor furniture, do the shopping (amongst the jobs we do). Full training is given – we
need to keep our 5 star rating!.
The Tea Room is enjoyed by so many people, churchgoers and non-churchgoers and it is
lovely getting to know each other better, so come along and find out more about us.
Those of you who have been thinking of offering your time – please speak to us. Any time
offered is very welcome - a ½ day or day a week, a fortnight or a month.
Whatever you can do to assist will help spread the burden so please speak to Jean, Andrew
or Gwyneth to find out more.
Dates for your diary:Saturday 2nd April - 11:30am
Training …Come along to the end of our last Open Door coffee morning and start to fill in the
rotas for the Tea Room. We will have finished by 1pm.
Wednesday 20th April – from 9:30am
Working party to clean and get ready for the Tea Room to open.
Jean Cox (tel 879377)
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
SYNOD UNANIMOUSLY CONDEMNS PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS
AROUND THE WORLD (from the Parish Pump website)
Members of the Church of England General Synod have unanimously backed a motion of
support for churches around the world as a bishop warned of the “monstrous evil” of the
“wholesale denial” of freedom of religion or belief in many countries.
The motion called for dioceses and parishes to pray and offer other practical help to those
facing persecution because of their faith and to rally support and raise awareness ahead of
a global summit on Freedom of Religion or Belief taking place in London this summer. 360
million Christians - about one in seven around the world - face persecution.
The Bishop of Truro Philip Mounstephen, who carried out a review of Persecution of
Christians across the Globe for the Foreign Office in 2019, said the situation has
deteriorated even in the last year.
He highlighted the “disastrous fall” of Afghanistan to the Taliban, “now making it the most
dangerous country on earth to be a Christian”, and the “outrageous murder” of Pas tor
William Siraj returning home after Sunday service in Peshawar on 30 th January.
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WHISKY ON THE ROCKS
We had been to Kalmar before with Gunnar and Inger, our Swedish friends. It’s a naval port
on the Baltic coast but on our second visit we came in by sea. To my surprise, as we came into
harbour I saw what I thought was an old cold war submarine tied up alongside. I was even
more surprised when I saw a hammer and sickle flag flying from her conning tower. Later
Barbara and I made our way to where she was berthed and found that for a few krona we could
have a look inside. We spent over an hour seeing how Russian submariners lived and looking
inside the small museum alongside which told a fascinating story.

It brought back memories of the time when a Swedish fishing boat came back into port with
the story that there was a Russian submarine on the rocks inside the naval base. The Swedish
naval authorities sent two ships out and found what N.A.T.O called a ‘Whisky Class’ submarine
high and dry on the rocks. Thus began the major diplomatic cold war incident known
as, ’Whisky on the Rocks.’ The sub was impounded and the crew interned after the captain
was seen burning all the ship’s papers. Russia had been caught with its trousers down - spying
on a neutral neighbouring country. Later, as a Sea Cadet Chaplain I had the privilege and the
honour of preaching at the Sub Mariners Annual Service held at St. Nicholas’ at the Pier Head.
I saw many a grin from the men there who were well aware of the story.
Now I have always been interested in sea travel in the ancient world, from St Paul’s sea
voyages to the voyages of the earliest pilgrims to the holy sites in Roman times. Then sea
voyages could be undertaken in half the time it would take to travel by land. For example in
the eastern Mediterranean, because of the prevailing westerlies, an Egyptian grain ship such
as the Castor and Pollux sailed in by St Paul could make Rome to Alexandria in just over a
week. When I say “sailed in” it was rather a case of sitting on top of the cargo and braving the
elements.
We have a wonderful description of such a voyage by a chap by the name of Synesius whose
third century hair raising voyage along the north African coast during a violent thunder-storm
has been preserved. He and the other passengers had to act as members of the crew in order
to save the ship. There again there is the lovely story of the Egyptian monk Sarapion on an
Alexandrian grain ship bound for Rome. The crew reported to the captain that he hadn’t eaten
for five days. When questioned it was found that he hadn’t the money to pay the fare. “Take
me back to where I came from” he said. He knew that they would not throw a holy man
overboard so he got to Rome for nothing! A bit like the trams and buses of Liverpool when I
was a young curate. ‘That’s all right, Father,’ the conductor would often say when the fare was
offered. Once I got off a bus with another much older priest who turned to me and said, “Don’t
you know, Father, that you wear a hat in this Archdiocese”! I went out and bought a black trilby!
But there is one thing that links the crews of those ancient ships be they cargo ships or fighting
triremes, or crews of today from merchant ships to those of the Royal Navy. Namely prayer.
The ancient manuscripts tell of sailors and passengers on their knees praying for protection
from pagan gods or from the Christian God. I bet that there isn’t the sailor born who hasn’t
sweated blood at some time when his life was in danger. Even if it was to a god he hardly knew
at other times in his life. For Christians God is often called, ‘The God of the gaps.’
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‘Save Lord, we perish,’ was the cry to Jesus from the disciples on storm tossed Lake Galilee.
I have myself seen such a winter storm on that lake caused by a north westerly depression
coming in from the Mediterranean. From his vantage point in the hills above the lake Jesus
saw it coming and hurried down to the shore. He waded out to meet them calling. ‘It is I - be
not be afraid.’ Astonished and strengthened by his presence they managed to ground the boat
on the basalt shingle on the shore.
Isn’t it much better to fill those gaps in our lives with a familiar and lived with friend? May God
bless all sailors and bring them to the haven and heaven where they would be.
Revd Roy Baker
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

with acknowledgment to the Oldie magazine

SMILE LINES - WHAT A HOOT
One evening a bird-loving vicar strolled over to his huge country churchyard, and just for fun,
hooted softly, like an owl. To his delight, an owl hooted softly back. The next night the same
thing happened, and again, the night after that. Soon it became a regular habit, and every night
for the following year, no matter what the weather, the vicar would go to the churchyard and
hoot back and forth with his feathered friend. The hoots became longer and more complicated,
and the vicar kept a careful log of the ‘conversation’.
Just as he thought he was on the verge of a real breakthrough in interspecies communication,
his wife had a chat with the neighbour who lived in a big house and garden next door to the
church. "My husband comes here each night,” she said, to “hoot to the owl in the churchyard.”
"That's odd," the neighbour replied, "so does my husband."
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SHOE BOX SHUFTI
It may seem rather odd to be talking about our shoe box effort just now. We tend to focus on this in
October. However, the people who run Operation Christmas Child, Samaritan’s Purse, are very
good at sending feedback to their groups of supporters, and I have already had Thank You
emails about the 2021 effort. I thought I would share with you the latest email, which had a
rather stunning video attached, and listed many of the countries where children had benefited.
Apparently, my box was one of 65,668 sent from the UK to a country in Central Asia. Many
countries are named individually, but unfortunately political and religious sensitivities continue
within Central Asia, and for the safety of their ministry partners in restricted areas, they are
asked not to disclose details of specific countries the shoebox was sent to. We are assured
that our shoe box gifts are helping to show the love of Christ, planting seeds, and building
goodwill between communities of all faiths and none.
Countries which were identified included Liberia, Benin, Bosnia, Moldova, and Albania. This
last named is providing relief to Afghan children who have been evacuated, and a Primary
Care medical centre has been set up by Samaritan’s Purse. This facility has distributed needed
items for babies and young children and offered trauma healing support.
In the video, there are many pictures of children with their boxes. I am only sorry I cannot share
with you those many happy faces.
I also saw a presentation about what happens when the boxes continue their journey, after
leaving our collection centre at Christ Church in Southport. In 2020 we sent 19 boxes, but of
course that was lockdown time, so it was good we were able to send any. In 2021 the number
jumped to 53, and thanks are due to all who made the effort to pack a box.
From Southport, the boxes are sent to central depots, which in our case was in Preston. In
the video presentation, Preston was described as being near Manchester! I’m not sure the
Prestonians would approve. It is at these centres that the boxes are opened by an army of
volunteers. Contents are perused for items which are not allowed, like military toys, sweets,
toothpaste etc. I did feel sorry for those people who went to the trouble of wrapping their boxes
in beautiful Christmas paper, which would have to be removed to view the contents. Simple
elastic bands are the best way of keeping the lids on boxes.
Once the boxes have been examined and re-closed, they are sorted into destinations and
packed in much larger boxes and then loaded on to lorries and aeroplanes for dispatch. The
final flourish in the presentation was to unfurl a banner which gave the total number of boxes
sent from the UK. It showed a staggering 277,350 boxes!
That’s a lot of love which wended its way around the world. It also fulfils the Operation
Christmas Child mission statement to provide God’s love in a tangible way to children in need
around the world.
Next autumn will come around all too soon, and I hope we will be able to continue with shoe
boxes for the appeal. Now is a good time to keep a look out, whilst shopping, for items that
might be suitable later on. Yes, have a shufti when shopping.

David Moore
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
SMILE LINES - April rains
The rain, though raining every day upon the just and unjust fellow,
falls chiefly on the just, because the unjust has the just’s umbrella.
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WORLD BOOK DAY 2022
Thursday 3rd March 2022 was
World Book Day and many
different schools celebrated it
in a variety of different and
wonderful ways.
Here at St. Luke’s, every child
brought in a book of their own
and created a book review,
which was later shared with
their classmates, so that they
could inspire others to read it.
Children from Years 3 and 4 also enjoyed a visit from local author - Peter Dyer –
who read Duke the Duck and many of the children commented on how much they
enjoyed it.
We also had a book sale in the Story Telling Garden, which was arranged by FOSLS
(Friends of St. Luke’s), and various books for all ages were available to buy.
One Y6 child said, “Wow! I loved World Book Day, as after school, there was a
book sale with lots of wonderful and different books. I bought one and I’ve loved
reading it so far!”
That evening, children were also invited to return to school for our ‘Milk and
Cookies Evening’. Children were read to by members of staff whilst wearing their
pjs and wrapped up in their duvets.
One Y3 child said, “I loved being read to! The books were great and we even had
a fire burning on the interactive whiteboard.”
We very much hope that these activities will continue to inspire a love of reading
within the pupils of our school.
Chloe Clark, Mia Hughes, Flora Johnson, Kiki Sangha, Valerie Campbell-Mattock,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
Smile Lines - Every evening I turn my troubles over to God. Why not? He’s going to be up
all night anyway.
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THOUGHT FOR APRIL
I write in early March and my thoughts are not on the lengthening days and pending blossom
of spring but remain transfixed upon the poor people of Ukraine. The magnitude of this
unfolding tragedy beamed out 24/7 on our television screens is heart-breaking to witness,
especially when the images focus upon the suffering of individuals themselves – tear-stricken
grandparents and parents with bewildered children. If the war continues, I dread to think what
the situation will be like in April and around Easter time as these heroic people continue to fight
for their country’s freedom.
Easter is the story of Jesus’ betrayal, crucifixion and resurrection over 2,000 years ago. If we
broadened Jesus’ ordeal to a nation, this could be Ukraine today – ‘betrayed’ by the
democracies and organisations of the western world through their failure to react over many
years to the ‘writing on the wall’; ‘crucified’ by a ruthless dictatorship; but then, hopefully, and
more importantly, prayerfully, a ‘resurrection’ to come to a proud sovereign nation. The
humanity shown by people within Ukraine and across many countries at this historic time is
overwhelming – so much caring, compassion, love and sacrifice for fellow human beings.
Therein lies the hope for Ukraine and for the whole of humanity. We saw the same human
qualities displayed in this country in support for the NHS during the darkest days of the Covid
pandemic - human behaviour which results in togetherness, solidarity and greater strength.
Such qualities I’m certain Jesus would have approved of when He sacrificed His life on earth
for us on the cross.
Remember, God gave us freedom to choose in an imperfect world. We must be grateful for
that, but at the same time do all we can to ensure that good triumphs over evil. Ukraine is
fighting for that freedom of choice today.
Ken Davies – Assistant Editor
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

HOW YOU COULD HELP SOMEONE IN UKRAINE

Ukraine is in crisis. Only God knows how the situation will unfold in the coming days and weeks.
Meanwhile, there is a need for food and other basic humanitarian aid.
The following Christian charities are at work in the country, and would welcome your immediate
support:

Barnabas Fund. https://www.barnabasfund.org/gb/
Christian Aid. https://www.christianaid.org.uk
Methodist Church UK. https://www.allwecan.org.uk
Operation Mobilisation https://www.uk.om.org/Appeal/ukraine-in-crisis
Samaritan’s Purse https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk
Transform Europe Network: https://www.ten-uk.org
World Vision https://www.worldvision.org.uk

Page 8

PALM SUNDAY AND HOLY WEEK
The events of Easter took place over a week, traditionally called Passion Week. It began on
Palm Sunday. After all His teaching and healing, Jesus had built a following.
On the Sunday before He was to die, Jesus and His followers arrived at Jerusalem. The city
was crowded. Jewish people were arriving to celebrate Passover. This commemorates how
they had escaped from slavery in Egypt nearly 1,500 year earlier.
Jesus rode into the city on a young donkey. He was greeted like a conquering hero. Cheering
crowds waved palm branches in tribute. He was hailed as the Messiah who had come to reestablish a Jewish kingdom.
The next day they returned to Jerusalem. Jesus went to the temple, the epicentre of the Jewish
faith, and confronted the moneychangers and merchants who were ripping off the people. He
overturned their tables and accused them of being thieves. The religious authorities were
alarmed and feared how He was stirring up the crowds.
On the Tuesday, they challenged Jesus, questioning His authority. He answered by
challenging and condemning their hypocrisy. Later that day Jesus spoke to His disciples about
future times. He warned them about fake religious leaders; the coming destruction of
Jerusalem; wars, earthquakes and famines; and how His followers would face persecution.
By midweek the Jewish religious leaders and elders were so angry with Jesus that they began
plotting to arrest and kill Him. One of Jesus’ disciples, Judas, went to the chief priests and
agreed to betray Him to them.
Jesus and the 12 disciples gathered on the Thursday evening to celebrate the Passover meal.
This is known as the Last Supper. During the evening, Jesus initiated a ritual still marked by
Christians – Holy Communion – which commemorates His death. Jesus broke bread and
shared it and a cup of wine with His disciples.
Judas then left to meet the other plotters. Jesus continued to teach the others and then went
outside into an olive grove to pray. He even prayed for all future believers. He agonised over
what was to come but chose the way of obedience. The Bible book, Luke, records Him praying,
‘Father if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will but yours be done’. Minutes
later Judas arrived with soldiers and the chief priests and Jesus was arrested.

(Parish Pump) Editor: This helpful overview is an edited version of an article that comes
from: https://christianity.org.uk/article/the-first-easter
Maundy Thursday – At the Last Supper Jesus shocked His disciples by washing their feet.
He did this as an example, to demonstrate to them that they should serve others with humility.
Over the centuries, some churches have recreated this act of humility at a special service on
Maundy Thursday. (Parish Pump abridged)
Maundy Thursday money – Every year the Queen distributes silver coins at a special service
on Maundy Thursday. It dates back many centuries, where the Royal Family took part in
ceremonies washing feet of the poor and giving gifts. The Royal Maundy Service itself began
in 1662 when Charles II gave out coins. The Queen decided early on her reign that Maundy
money should not be distributed to the people of London alone and for many years has visited
various cathedrals or abbeys around the country to hand out to recipients - 80 men and 80
women in recognition for their contribution to community and to church. (Parish Pump
abridged)
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SERVICES FOR APRIL 2022
Sunday 3rd April – Lent 5
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
All-age Service with
Holy Communion CW
Thursday 7th April
9.15am
Holy Communion CW
Sunday 10th April – Palm Sunday
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Baptism/Morning Worship
with Children’s Church*
HOLY WEEK
Maundy Thursday 14th April
7.00pm
Holy Communion CW
Good Friday 15th April
11.00am
Passion Play in Village
2.00pm
Last hour at the Cross
in Church - reflection
Easter Day Sunday 17th April
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Easter Communion CW
Sunday 24th April – Easter 2
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
Morning Worship
with Children’s Church*
(*Term time only)
(Check notices for any further services in April)
“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him.”
(Colossians 2:6 NIV)

QUOTATIONS FOR THE EASTER PERIOD
Good Friday, in a way…is not Good Friday at all. It is Black Friday – a very Black Friday. It is Good
Friday only in the sense that we know Easter will follow. – J E Lantz
The world cannot bury Christ. The earth is not deep enough for His tomb, the clouds are not wide
enough for His winding-sheet. – Edward Thomson
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WHO’S WHO
Vicar

Rev. Dr.Matt Davis

Readers

Prof. Allan Hobson.
Mrs Anne Dixon
Mrs Jean Watts
Mr Colin Trollope
Mr Chris Mulford

Readers emeritus
Churchwardens

Treasurer
Deputy Treasurer

Mrs Fiona Grieveson
Mr Steve Ginn
Mr John McGibbon
Mrs Sheila Rodger
Mr Peter Griffin
Mr Hugh Dixon
Mrs Gwyneth Croft

PCC Secretary
Electoral Roll Officer

Mrs Christine Payne
Mrs Jean Cox

Deanery Synod Representatives

Mr James Patterson
Mrs Chris Payne
Mr Andrew Cox
Mr David Moore

Weekly Envelope Scheme
and Gift Aid
Legacy Officer

Mrs Rachel Patterson

Parish Hall Secretary
Meeting Room Secretary

Mr Steve Ginn
Mrs Fiona Grieveson

Newsletter Editor
Magazine Editor
Assistant Editor
Magazine Distribution
Magazine Adverts

Mrs Irene Powell
Mrs Margaret Cooke (Contributions to
Margaret by 10th of the month please
by e-mail if possible – see Page 1)
Mr Ken Davies
Mr Colin Cooke
Mrs Margaret Cooke

Church and Churchyard Maintenance

Mr Allan Worthington

Safeguarding Officer
and Child Protection Officer
Pastoral Care co-ordinator
and Vulnerable Adults Officer
Health & Safety Officer

Mrs Joyce Eddlestone

Woodland Workshop Co-ordinator

Mr Peter Griffin

Cathedral Representative

Mrs Elizabeth Lowe

Church Mission Society and
Mid-Africa Mission

Mrs June McGibbon

Children’s Society Boxes

Mrs Rachel Patterson

Deputy Churchwardens

Mr John McGibbon

Mrs Jean Watts
please see wardens
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WHAT’S ON
Home Bible Groups meet regularly as part of the teaching and learning programme
of the church Wednesdays 10 00am – at 143 Gardner Rd. – contact Rhona Heron Tel 871545
Wednesdays 7.30pm - at 6 Stapleton Rd. - contact Anne Dixon Tel. 834120

Mondays 7.30pm – at 1 Wicks Green Close - contact Irene Powell Tel. 620430
Alpha courses are also held at various times and locations (Co-ordinator Rhona Heron Tel 871545)
Tuesday Lunch in the Meeting Room on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month between 12 and 2.00pm for
food, drinks and a chat. (NB No lunch on the day after a Bank Holiday)
Creche - a creche is available at all 10.30 am services.
Children’s and Young People’s Activities

Uniformed Organisations in the Church Hall unless otherwise stated
Rainbows
Brownie Guides
4th Formby

contact District
Commissioner

Sheila Kirk

875393

6.00pm
Room)
6.00pm

Julie Maher

8th Formby

Monday
(In the Meeting
Wednesday

Guides
4th Formby

Wednesday

7.30pm

Julie Clark

833757

Beavers

Thursday

6.00pm

contact Gordon Hilbert1

874167

Cub Scouts

Monday

6.30pm

Contact Gordon Hilbert

Scouts

Tuesday

7.30pm

Ian Phillips

Group Leader

07811

907003

Jenette Rowlands

Gordon Hilbert

07889
682131
874167

Confirmation classes for juniors and adults are held annually.
Home Communion The Wardens welcome the names and addresses of the sick and elderly who would
like Holy Communion monthly at home.
Baptisms,Weddings Contact the Wardens after the 10.30am service.
PCC – if you would like to communicate a concern to the PCC, the Standing Committee members are
Mr Steve Ginn, Mrs Fiona Grieveson, Mr Hugh Dixon (treasurer), Mrs Christine Payne (secretary).
Other committee members are Prof Allan Hobson, Mrs Anne Dixon, Mrs Jean Watts, Mr Colin Trollope,
Mr Andrew Cox, Mrs Sheila Rodger, Mrs Andrea Brown, Mrs Gwyneth Croft, Mr Ken Davies, Mrs Ann
Dennison, Mrs Maggie Elkington, Mrs June McGibbon, Mr David Moore, Mrs Rachel Patterson, Mr James
Patterson, Mr Peter Griffin.
Toilet facilities are available in the Meeting Room and are open during the services.
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Association
of Formby Artists
ART EXHIBITION
Saturday 14th May 9-30 a.m. to 4-30 p.m.
Holy Trinity Church Hall Rosemary Lane, Formby
Admission - Adults £1
Refreshments Included
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To advertise in this
magazine
please contact
Margaret Cooke
Tel 01704 876325

PEST CONTROL

Wasps, mice, rats etc
Phone J. E. Alvey
01704 213025
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WHAT’S ON FOR THE ‘ELDERLY’ IN APRIL

All activities listed below are subject to COVID guidelines in place
at the time
St Luke’s Church Meeting Room (St Luke’s Church Road)
•
•

Tuesday Lunch 5th April; 12 noon (donations for lunch) – just one this month.
Open Door Saturday (10.00-12noon) – 2nd April (including Crafty Folk) - coffee, tea,
cakes and a chat. All welcome! Last until September.

St Peter’s Church and Parish Hall (Paradise Lane)
•
•
•

St Peter’s Church celebrates its 275th Anniversary with a year-long series of events.
Bingo for the elderly every Sunday 8.00-9.30pm and Monday 2.00-4.00pm of the
month. Tickets 50p each. Refreshments 20p tea/biscuits.
Raffle £1.00 a strip with prizes on a Sunday night and money prize on Monday
afternoon.

Formby Methodists
•

FM have restarted their Carers Support Group every Friday from 18th March (2.004.00pm) last – no meeting Good Friday. You may have already had this information via
Churches Together. The group is open to all carers and the person/s they care for, but
also to anyone who needs some additional company or support.

Formby Library (01704 874177) – Monday to Friday 10.00-4.30pm and Saturday 10.001.30pm – open as normal for browsing and computer use
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

FL can offer a limited home delivery service. Please contact Library if interested.
Fortnightly Coffee Mornings (Thursdays 10.30-12noon) and Creative Writing Group
(Fridays 2.00pm), along with Visually Impaired Meeting Group – contact Library for
specific dates in April.
Adult Mindfulness Crafting sessions – Saturday 2nd April 12-1.00pm and Saturday 16th
April 12-1.00pm – booking required, contact Library.
*Children’s Gardening & Planting session – Saturday 2nd April 11-12.00pm. Ages 4
upwards – booking required, contact Library.
*Children’s Art Session 1 – Tuesday 5th April 11-12.30pm – booking required, contact
Library.
*Children’s Art Session 2 – Tuesday 12th April 11-12.30pm – booking required, contact
Library.
*Passing interest to the elderly!

Formby Befriending Scheme
•

FBS will be holding their Coffee Club on the 1st Tuesday of each month from April. It is
open to anyone who would like to make new friends or just to have some company. For
more information, people can either ring: 07437 479417 or email:
info@formbybefriendingscheme.org.uk

Formby Rotary
•

The Shyira Trust thanks Rotary for the £520 cheque received after a talk to Rotary on
5th October last at St Peter’s given by Prof Allan Hobson MBE – and also thanks St
Peter’s for donating the £20 room hire for the evening. Allan’s talk related to past links
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•

between Rotary and the Trust, highlighted in his recent book ‘Linking Parishes,
Harvesting Friendship’, a chapter of which was written by a Rotary member describing
their contributions to the work in Shyira, Rwanda.

Sefton Dementia Action Alliance – Sefton DAA
•

The Sefton DAA is made up of organisations across Sefton, working together to
radically improve the lives of people living with dementia and their carers. For further
information, please contact Justine Shenton at: Justine.shenton@seftonadvocacy.org
or via link on Home Page of St Luke’s Church website.

Ken Davies – Assistant Editor
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

CROSSWRD FOR APRIL

Across
1 ‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44) (4) 3 A ‘don’t know’ in matters of faith (8)
9 In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20) (4,3)
10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5)
11 Where Moses was confronted with the burning bush (Exodus 3:1) (5)
12 Hair colour indicative of skin infection (Leviticus 13:30) (6)
14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful’ (Matthew 13:22)
(13)
17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6)
19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist when he washed his disciples’ feet (John 13:4) (5)
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CROSSWORD CONTD – SOLUTION ON PAGE 23
22 The sixth plague to afflict the Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5)
23 For nine (anag.) (7)
24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8)
25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the Valley of Elah: ‘This day I — the ranks of
Israel!’ (1 Samuel 17:10) (4)
Down
1 ‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; I — — my face from them’ (Deuteronomy
31:17) (4,4)
2 Usual description of prophets such as Amos, Hosea, Micah, and so on (5)
4 ‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the — — —, who is the image of God’ (2
Corinthians 4:4) (5,2,6)
5 An animal’s internal edible parts (Leviticus 4:11) (5)
6 Popular 20th-century religious novel by Lloyd C. Douglas, which became a 1953 film
starring Richard Burton (3,4)
7 ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4)
8 One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who married a foreign woman (Ezra 10:28) (6)
13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8)
15 ‘And O what transport of delight from thy pure — floweth’ (7)
16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3)
18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will be free indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3)
20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5)
21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate us from the love of God’ (Romans 8:39)
(4)

with acknowledgment to the Oldie magazine
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Our Tea Room Opens
Friday 29th April
then

Fridays, Saturdays & Bank Holidays
11:00am - 4:00pm
until August 29th

in

St. Luke’s Meeting Room
Formby L37 2DF
Next to the Church in the Pinewoods with pedestrian
access from St. Luke’s Church Road and Lifeboat Rd.
Half a mile from Formby train station
on the way to the beach.

TEA, COFFEE, SOFT DRINKS
SANDWICHES, SOUP, CAKES
Tables indoors and outside
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Call Us Today on 07963 194969
info@karenashop.co.uk

I

www.karenashop.co.uk

22 - 24 Chapel Lane Formby L37 4DU
Page 20

APRIL WORDSEARCH
The last Passover
On the night before He died,
Jesus ate His last Passover
meal with His disciples. He then
transformed the Passover into
the Lord’s Supper, saying of the
bread and wine that, ‘this is my
body’ and ‘this is my blood’.
Jesus, the Lamb of God, was
preparing to die for the sins of
the whole world. John’s gospel
makes it clear that the Last
Supper took place the evening
BEFORE the regular Passover
meal, and that later Jesus died
at the same time that the
Passover lambs were killed.
Jesus then astonished the
disciples by washing their feet.
He said: “A new command I give
you: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” His disciples were
to love through service, not domination, of one another. In Latin, the opening phrase of this
sentence is ‘mandatum novum do vobis’. The word ‘maundy’ is thus a corruption of the Latin
‘mandatum’ (or command).
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BUTAKA CHURCH – LENT PROJECT 2022 (Joyce Eddlestone)

Butaka Church – February 16, 2022
The Church in Butaka is complete, with rain-water tank and hand washing station to observe the
measures against Covid-19.
The Church was allowed to open, and church services began three weeks ago.
Bishop Augustin visited the place today, February 16, 2022 and met with parish committee. The
congregants are full of joy.

There are two remaining challenges:
First: Furniture. Few benches are available in the church; they are insufficient for accommodating
the congregation.
Second: Lack of space in front of the church. The land on which pyrethrum is grown up to the
main entrance of the church belongs to someone else. There is need for free space by the church
to avoid risk of conflicting with neighbours, once congregants tamper with crops close to the
church. Owning some space in front of the church would prevent such problems.
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CROSSWORD SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1, Womb. 3, Agnostic. 9, Long ago. 10, Fleet. 11, Horeb. 12, Yellow. 14,
Deceitfulness. 17, Banish. 19, Towel. 22, Boils. 23, Inferno. 24, Eternity. 25, Defy.
DOWN: 1, Will hide. 2, Minor. 4, Glory of Christ. 5, Offal. 6, The Robe. 7, City. 8, Zabbai. 13,
Psalmody. 15, Chalice. 16, Let off. 18, If son. 20, Worse. 21, Able.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
TREE PLANTED AT LAMBETH PALACE AS PART
OF THE QUEEN’S GREEN CANOPY
The Archbishop of Canterbury has planted a fig tree in the garden at Lambeth Palace as part
of The Queen’s Green Canopy to celebrate Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee.
The Archbishop of Canterbury said: “The beauty of trees reminds us of our responsibility
to care for God’s creation, for each other and for generations to come. It’s a fitting tribute to
Her Majesty The Queen’s seven decades of service, and the trees we plant this year will be
a sign of our gratitude and celebration of this remarkable occasion for many decades to
come. I encourage everyone to get involved in The Queen's Green Canopy, and plant a tree
to celebrate Her Majesty's Platinum Jubilee.”
(from the Parish Pump website)
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
PRAYERS ACROSS EUROPE FOR PEACE IN UKRAINE
The Bishop in Europe, Bishop Robert Innes, writes:
“Our little church in Kyiv is right at the centre of this crisis,” he explained. “Some of them
have fled the city by car, others are still there. These are our people, our brothers and
sisters, and of course we are very concerned for their wellbeing and safety.
“In the face of military action and aggression, we feel powerless. What can we do? One
thing that we can all do is pray.”
“The situation in Ukraine is very deeply troubling. President Putin is leading a completely
unjustified and aggressive war against Ukraine, a war which many ordinary Russians deeply
deplore.
Leaders from many Christian churches, including the Ukrainian Orthodox (Russian
Patriarchate) Church have condemned the invasion of Ukraine. Our hearts cry out for justice
and peace. We are most especially concerned for the wellbeing of those in Ukraine who are
directly affected by the war.
This includes particularly the members of our own congregation of Christ Church, Kyiv. The
Churchwarden there, Christina, messaged us this morning saying: ‘Please pray for us as we
are standing here for our land and for our roots. The battle for Kyiv has begun; it is fierce and
intensive. Pray for us.’
In the face of military action, we can easily feel powerless and fearful. But one thing we can do
is pray. We can pray in solidarity with those most affected. We can pray that God will yet
overrule in the hearts and minds of those with power and authority. We can pray that the victims
will be few and that the innocent will be protected. We can pray that peace will come through
justice and not through the infliction of the will of a stronger party on a weaker one.
(Parish Pump website)
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