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Aim: To support MU members in serving their communities 
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Challenges: 
• Fund windows, doors and flooring 

  
 

Groupe Scolaire Secondary School   
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Vicar – Rev. Dr. Matt Davis 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

The Vicarage 

Dear Friends, 

A few years ago, I ran my first half marathon. I trained for months beforehand and considered 
myself race-ready when the day arrived. I’d been told that runners often hit a wall about three 
quarters of the way round. Your body tells you that you can’t run anymore and you just want 
to give up. I knew this happens and hoped my training would pay off, but experiencing it was 
something different entirely. As I joined the promenade at Otterspool on the ‘final straight’ to 
Albert Dock, the strong Mersey wind was pushing me backwards, more and more people were 
overtaking me (was I going backwards?!) and I still had four of my 13 miles to run.  At numerous 
points along the promenade, I felt like giving up. I’m still not sure how I made it across the finish 
line. It certainly wasn’t a sprint finish. 

 

As our third and current lockdown began, the Prime Minister described it as a final sprint 
towards the finish line: with vaccinations, the end is in sight. The problem is, the past ten 
months have made our situation feel more like multiple marathons, and we certainly don’t feel 
like sprinting. At least with a marathon, there are signs every mile telling us how much is left 
and people on the side-lines cheering us on. We have neither. I don’t think any of us feel like 
sprinting. 

 

The Bible uses running language to describe what it is like being a Christian, and I’m sure most 
of you will be relieved to know no sprinting is necessary! Hebrews 12:1–3 says: 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith. For the joy that was set before him he endured the cross, scorning 
its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who 
endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

 

This passage is honest: it won’t be a walk in the park. Christians can feel weary at times and 
be in danger of losing heart, for lots of different reasons. But this passage also gives hope. 
Other Christians (those witnesses) have made it to the finish line—it is possible! Christians 
……………………………............................................................................................................ 

Editor: Margaret Cooke (e-mail: macooke29@gmail.com) 
Illustrator: Joan MacDonald 

St. Luke's Web Site:  http://www.stlukesformby.org.uk 
St. Luke’s Facebook Page: facebook.com/StLukesChurchFormby  

 

http://www.stlukesformby.org/
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have a race marked out for them—God is in control! Christians have a finish line—the joy of  
Jesus! But more than that, Jesus is the pioneer of our faith and the perfecter of our faith—he 
knows the way and he enables us to keep going. Let’s fix our eyes on him. 
 
with every blessing, 

Matt 

 

DATES AND NOTES 

SERVICES 

For the time being, the main service will be on Zoom at midday (email 
revmattdavis@gmail.com for login details). For those without internet, there will be a very short 
service in church at 10am. Children’s Church videos will be available on Facebook. 

Once infection rates decrease and restrictions reduce, we will move the main service back to 
being physically in church. 

2021 MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS 

We hope that you will all want to continue to support St. Luke’s magazine this year. A lot of 
time and effort (by quite a sizeable team of people) goes into producing and distributing it and 
although there haven’t been many events to report on lately and we have had to ask some of 
you to read the magazine on the website, we hope that it is hitting its target. 

We also hope that you will understand that circumstances have meant raising the annual 
subscription to £10. We have some fixed costs and we have, as expected, lost some 
advertising and don’t expect to be able to replace it quickly in the current economic climate. 

If you have been receiving paper copies, please would you send a cheque for £10 made 
out to St. Luke’s PCC to Mr. Colin Cooke, 29 Stapleton Rd, Formby, L37 2YN. (Tel 
876325)  If you definitely prefer to pay by bank transfer, please send an email to 
macooke29@gmail.com and we will give you the necessary details. You will need to mark the 
payment as “for St. Luke’s 2021 magazine.” 

For other subscribers we expect to be able to resume full paper production some time 
in the Spring and hopefully distributors will then be able to knock on doors as usual to 
ask for outstanding payments – though cheques through our letterbox will be gratefully 
received. 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 

The Drive-In Carol service on Sunday December 20th went well. A large marquee was erected 
in the grounds of Formby Pool to house a stage for the music group and singers.  Stewards 
directed cars to well-spaced parking places facing the stage.  Song sheets we’re distributed 
and drivers were told that they could open their driver’s window.  
There were carols, readings and a short talk by our Vicar, Matt. The PA system enabled 
everyone to hear and enthusiastically join in the singing.   
 
There were two performances which were both well attended.  
 
Prayers for Christian Unity week has been postponed until after Pentecost. 

 

mailto:revmattdavis@gmail.com
mailto:revmattdavis@gmail.com
mailto:macooke29@gmail.com
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NATIVITY ART COMPETITION 2020 

The competition entries from St Luke’s 
Primary covered our usual three age 
categories – 4 years and under, 5 to 7 
years and 8 to 11 years. The names of the 
category winners and the overall winner of 
The Barbara Mossop Trophy (in memory of 
Barbara who died in 2015 and who 
previously judged the competition for many 
years) are highlighted below. The winners 
received £10 in cash courtesy of church 
member Kath Nelson in memory of her late 
husband and Magazine Group Chairman, 
John. Kath has kindly volunteered to 

sponsor the competition every year. In addition, church member and current judge Joan 
Macdonald (Association of Formby Artists) volunteered to offer annually a further £10 for the 
best individually designed entry in preference to colouring in the template provided. The 
winners all received their prize monies, along with The Barbara Mossop Trophy, from senior 
staff during the end of term ‘bubble’ assemblies in school. We thank staff at St Luke’s for 
overseeing the competition, along with Joan for yet again producing the template drawing of a 
Nativity scene and judging the competition. We also thank Joan and Kath for sponsoring the 
competition. 

Joan wrote the following about the winners -  

Mila Cannon (under 4 category): “Well done Mila. You have 
used both crayons and felt-tip pens to give variety of texture. 
I particularly liked the addition of shiny stones which drew my 
eyes to the rich clothing of the Three Wise Men.” 

Edie Beddow (5-7 category): “Edie, I really liked your use of 
coloured pencils to make this pleasing picture. You have 
made Mary stand out against the background, and the colours 
you have chosen for the Wise Men make their clothes look 
rich.” 

Dylan Madeley (8-11 category) and winner of The Barbara 
Mossop Trophy: “Dylan, congratulations on your vivid 
colouring of the Nativity scene using felt-tip pens. You have 
accentuated the Three Wise Men by your choice of royal, 
darker shades of their robes, as a contrast against the colours 
of the clothing of the shepherds.” 

Mollie Leadbetter (age 7) and first winner of personal image design: “Well done, Mollie. I 
loved your drawing of Mary and Joseph in the stable with the baby Jesus in the manger. The 
animals you put in the picture are very good, as they are difficult to do. Again, well done!” 

Joan concludes by writing: “It is always difficult to choose just one from each age group, as all 
those who entered have tried very hard and produced some lively images in great variety. I 
enjoyed seeing all the entries, so well done to all those who took part.” 

And from me, well done again to all who entered, with special congratulations to the winners!  

 

Ken Davies 
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ST LUKE'S LENT PROJECT 2021 TO STILL GO AHEAD DESPITE COVID 

 We have all seen a dramatic change in our personal lives in the past year. Although I am 

aware that our help is also needed closer to home, and many people are playing their 

part in local food banks and other ways to help our neighbours, Lent is the time of year 

when we at St Luke's remember that we are part of the worldwide Christian church. So 

we reach out to help those for whom each day is a struggle to survive. This was true 

even before the corona virus swept across the world. Now it's even more vital. 

 As with past years, the funds we hopefully will raise during Lent will be shared between 

South America and Africa. This year we shall focus on Peru and Rwanda. Both countries 

with high levels of poverty, have been affected by the pandemic, making life even 

tougher than usual.  

 Life in Rwanda is totally different from life here. The genocide in 1994, the AIDs 

epidemic, and the unrest in neighbouring countries which still takes place today have all 

taken their toll. Most people are extremely poor, and rely on a small plot of land to grow 

their own food. They just about survive each day, and certainly have nothing left to 

improve their lot. For many years we have been funding the purchase of land and the 

building of a church-cum-community centre in Butaka, near Shyira. It's taken more 

years than I can remember as each stage has had to wait for the next input of funding 

for the project to continue. 

 The other half of the funds we raise will go to help with the running costs of a 

Christian school run by Isabel Montoya Sanchez, in Lima, Peru. Isabel's father, Julio 

Montoya, now retired, was the local pastor of a church situated in a shanty town on the 

outskirts of Lima. The shanty town is made up of thousands of shacks built out of 

anything the locals can lay their hands on: old doors, bits of corrugated roof, pieces of 

wood, even cardboard. The town stretches as far as the eye can see. No roads, no 

water, no sanitation. Isabel quickly realised that children born into families living in the 

shanty town would have no hope of escaping from the poverty trap unless they had an 

education. So she set about establishing a school right across the primary and 

secondary school ages. She has a little help in the way of funding from the local 

authorities, but it doesn't go far enough. She has been known to dip into her own purse 

to pay the teachers' wages! 

 When I first got in touch with Isabel several years ago, knowing the background to the 

school, I expected a really basic level of education. Nothing was further from the 

truth.  Science lessons, pupils playing the Peruvian flute, little ones doing traditional 

dances for the parents, trips to the local farm were all part of the curriculum. All done 

with a strong Christian background. Isabel soon realised that many children were having 

difficulty with concentration because they were hungry. So she quickly organised for 

the children to have a meal at lunchtime. All this stretches her budget to the limit, but 

she carries on in faith. One Christmas she told me she was worried that what she had 

left in her budget wouldn't stretch to the chocolate drink that was part of the  
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traditional Christmas dinner the children would be getting. I don't think most of us would 

think of a chocolate drink being anything out of the ordinary! 

 Isabel's school building isn't purpose built. It's just a house she could afford. The roof 

collapsed a few years ago. It was probably because she couldn't afford the maintenance. 

This time it had to be repaired, so she got some workmen in, aided by volunteers to keep 

the cost down. One volunteer was her elderly retired pastor father.  She sent me a photo 

of Julio, happily working a pneumatic drill!  

 It's going to be a Lent like no other, but hopefully we can make a difference to the lives 

of the people of Rwanda and Peru. It's going to be difficult to do our normal fund-raising 

activities, but all suggestions will be welcome. If you would like to donate, please clearly 

indicate “Lent Project” in your bank transfer or on the envelope if you are going to church. 

 The season of Lent was often the time when people gave up something, with the idea of 

refreshing and renewing the way they lived their lives, with the idea of becoming a better 

person. All with the background of thinking about Jesus in the wilderness, preparing for 

His ministry. And with the background of Easter, with Jesus making the final sacrifice. 

Jesus' teaching was frequently focused on helping those poorer than ourselves. The Lent 

Project is our opportunity to do this. 

Joyce Eddlestone 

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

 

THANKYOU LETTERS FROM CHARITIES 

 
St. Luke’s has received several thank you letters from charities after our church made 
donations to them. 
The first letter is from Embrace: 
 
”The events in Lebanon sent shockwaves worldwide and while the situation across the Middle 
East continues to be one of constant challenges, it is hard to see hope amongst destruction, 
heartache and turmoil. 
 
But despite the devastating news, there is hope! Hope in the form of our Christian partners. 
They have been shaken by recent events, but they stand firm in the knowledge and assurance 
that God is holding them and the people they serve in the palm of his hands. And their 
resilience is strong. Strong enough to keep going, with love and compassion, and to continue 
reaching out to those who need their help. 
 
We stand alongside our partners but we couldn't do it without you, our faithful supporters. 
Your support is so important and is needed now more than ever. Thank you so much for your 
thoughtful and generous gift of £730.00, which will be used to help the most vulnerable 
people our partners continue to serve across the Middle East. 
 
Your generosity will have a huge impact on the lives of many people in desperate need. 
Knowing that you are thinking and praying for our partners at this difficult time and from 
so many miles away, means so much. 
We want to say a huge THANK YOU for all that you do through your gifts, your time and 
your prayers. ‘  
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HOW’S YOUR RIGHTEOUS ANGER? 
 
Is it, one may ask, the same as losing one’s bottle? Whatever the difference I had a 
bout of it in Vienna and I haven’t had any real qualms about it since. So I had better 
explain. Barbara and I went to Vienna’s Residenz Concert Hall for an evening concert 
of Mozart and Viennese music. The orchestra with its Konzertmeister was 
supplemented by lovely ballet scenes and operetta singers. 
 
And that is where my righteous indignation kicked in! In front of us were a group of 
people whose nationality will remain nameless. For much of the first part of the concert 
they annoyed those of us seated behind by taking videos and photographs with their 
ipads etc raised above their heads on what I am told are selfie sticks. It ruined the start 
of a lovely evening to which we were really looking forward. No one intervened to stop 
them, neither the patrons nor the ushers at the back of the hall. So I took my rather 
large souvenir programme, leaned over the couple in front of me and thwacked the 
shoulders of the miscreant with the biggest and highest I-pad. It went down but I had 
to do the same with a lady two seats from him who would not desist. It worked and we 
had a clear view of the performance from then on. Then a hand came from the back 
which gripped mine and a voice said, “Danke!” 
 
Now I didn’t lose my temper. What I did was deliberate and in cold blood - not only for 
myself but for those around me whose evening was being ruined. The miscreants 
looked for me at the end of the concert but we slipped away. I didn’t pay good money 
to have an evening of sheer delight ruined for ourselves and those around us. “You’re 
getting like your father” Barbara said afterwards, not for the first time! 
 
Later, looking at my bent souvenir programme, I wondered if my action had been 

temper or righteous indignation. 
Where I asked myself, does one 
end and the other begin? Or can 
there be a mixture of both? Then 
I remembered that Jesus had 
situations which he met with 
righteous indignation. Take the 
cleansing of the temple, for 
example, recorded early in St 
John’s Gospel. Was it temper 
that made Jesus take a whip and 
overturn the tables of the money 
changers, saying that they had 
turned the temple into a den of 

thieves, or was it righteous indignation? John tells us that the disciples remembered 
the Old Testament quote, ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’ So Jesus was 
prepared to go to such lengths to stop the temple being, as he said, a den of thieves. 
 
It had become just that, a place where pilgrims were being swindled by currency 
exchanges and those who ran them.  Pilgrims coming from afar for the various festivals 
in the temple were being taken to the cleaners in the temple precincts because they 
could only buy with clean money which was the Jewish shekel. Pilgrims had either 
Greek drachmas or Roman denarii to change so that they could purchase, say, a pair 
of doves to be sacrificed. Nowadays you can check the rates for yourself with your 
calculator when you change your pounds into euros but the only way to check in those  



Page 7 

days was with an abacus which was a bit heavy to lug around! Added to that were the 
language difficulties of the pilgrims. They may have known their scriptures in Hebrew 
but not the local lingo, Aramaic - the language which Jesus spoke all his life. He knew 
what was going on and he acted. 
 
Whether this episode happened at the beginning of his ministry as with John who 
placed the episode in his Book of Signs or at the end as with Luke and Matthew, Jesus 
was not very popular with the authorities, to put it mildly. Either way many there in the 
temple that day would have said, ‘Good on him.’ The authorities would have whispered 
in corners, ‘What must we do to get rid of this man?’ 
 
Revd Roy Baker 
 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FORMBY ROTARY FACE COVERINGS PROJECT 

 
Thank you to everyone for supporting our Christmas Face Covering project, and thank 
you to St Luke’s for helping us spread the word through your parish magazine!  We 
raised a staggering £2,431, which is going to Woodlands Hospice.  We have been 
amazed at the support we have received, and our Valentines, and spring masks are 
now available in Animal World, Formby Post Office, Spar Green Lane, and Walkers 
Pharmacy.  All the profits from these will be going to local charities.  

Vicky & David/Formby Rotary  

 

 

with acknowledgment to the Oldie magazine 
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WALKABOUT NATIVITY 
 

Our first December in Formby saw the inaugural St 
Luke’s Church Walkabout Nativity. Conveniently covid-
secure (!) This immersive walking tour around the 
churchyard was a chance for families to think again 
about the first Christmas and consider what it means 
that God would step into our mess, and come down to 
us: Immanuel, God with us.  
 
On arrival, families received a warm welcome before 
entering a cheerful festive atmosphere as they were 
ushered to meet the Roman soldiers. Next, they 
walked on to meet a Mary who explained her 
encounter with the angel, turned their hands to one of 
two star crafts, and then followed the star with the wise 
men. A chance to warm hands around a roaring fire 

with the shepherds was very welcome before finding Joseph and the baby Jesus. 
 
Finally, families had the chance to share what they’d learned and to pick up some Christmas 
flyers, tracts and colouring sheets on their way home. It was a pleasure to welcome around 48 
families over the 2 weeks, and we pray that many will want to think more about our great God 
and Saviour Jesus. A big thank you to everyone who helped in any way - lending props, 
encouragement and support, prayer, and of course some marvellous acting!  
 
Finally, several families have asked about future events, and we hope to host an Easter trail 
too - watch this space! 
 
Liz Davis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
 
Having newly arrived in Formby a little over 4 months ago, we’ve loved starting to get to know 
our congregation and parishioners, albeit in a rather strange fashion given the current 
pandemic! One of the things clear when Matthew was applying for and then interviewed for his 
job as Vicar, was the desire of our congregation to draw in families once again and grow both 
in faith and numbers. Our own two boys have made their presence felt (!) and it’s been lovely 
to meet a handful of other children with connections to church too.  
 
We’re all too aware that Sunday services aimed at adults, especially during a pandemic, can 
be tricky for children - I have full permission from the Vicar to say so! - and we both benefited 
from Children’s Church growing up, and long for other children to as well. Previous restrictions 
allowed us to meet in socially distanced bubbles in the Meeting Room, leaving 5 minutes into  
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the church service after a children’s song, but current Covid rates locally have driven us online 
now too!  
 
Parents and children can access a series of videos and links released each Sunday morning 
on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/StLukesChurchFormby) including a Bible story, 
song and craft or shared activity based around our theme. We’re continuing our series, We 
Need Jesus… and so far have considered how we need a rock to build our lives on, and we 
need to be clean. As we enter Lent and approach Easter, we’ll be looking at “The Wonder of 
Easter” over 5 weeks. Anyone and everyone is welcome to “join” us, and we’d love you to 
share some of your craft results either on the main Zoom service at midday, or via the Bulletin 
or Facebook/Messenger ☺ 
 
Liz Davis 
 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
 

REV. CANON KATY CANTLY TALKS ABOUT THE WORK OF 

DIOCESAN CHAPLAINS DURING THE PANDEMIC 

 
As the coronavirus pandemic continues, the work of 
our Diocesan Chaplaincies continues albeit in 
changed and evolving forms.  At recent Zoom 
meetings, our Chaplains met to share with and 
encourage each other.  
 
The theme of ‘Blessing’ reminded us that even in 
such unprecedented times, there were good things 
happening as Chaplains continue to work alongside 
people on the frontline in hospitals and 

hospices.  Many reported increased Staff engagement as many were seeking support, 
someone with whom to share their stresses and answers to questions.  
 
In schools, Chaplains were doing a lot more one-to-one work and seeing an increase 
in kindness and concern from many people.  One school had seen a three-fold 
increase in harvest gifts. Imaginative ideas were being used in Universities and 
Chaplains were working particularly with students in isolation and those who have 
come from abroad.  
 
Chaplains in retail were having to stand back physically but are still involved where 
they can be. Telephone conversations have been used by many; our Mental Health 
Chaplain reports that she and another colleague have spoken to over 1000 people at 
this time. Prison Chaplains continue to operate and the use of prison radio for services 
has been effectively utilised. 
 
In other places such as the Railways and the Waterways, Chaplains are still out and 
about and finding plenty of opportunities to speak to people. At times like these, there 
are more people walking along the towpath! Fire Stations do not close and the Army 
has been a very visible presence in Liverpool at this time, both of which are served by 
the presence of a Chaplain. Our Sports Teams too continue to have Chaplains 
available for them. (contd. on page 11) 
 
(written before the current lockdown) 

http://www.facebook.com/StLukesChurchFormby
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A MAN CALLED JOHN MARK 

 
Many, many moons ago at the school where I taught in Wallasey, Friday morning assemblies 
tuned into a radio programme of Worship for Schools. One of those programmes I have never 
forgotten. We were invited to take an imaginary journey to a House Church behind locked 
doors in Rome at the time of Nero’s persecution of Christians in the latter half of the first century 
AD. As people arrived they were invited to knock and give the password  ichthys which is the 
Greek for ‘fish’ and was a coded way of declaring their faith; the letters stood for ‘Jesus Christ 
of God the Son Saviour’- (and, of course, it’s remained a Christian symbol). Chattering among 
the group revolved around a kind of panic that many of them were being killed, including Peter, 
and if someone didn’t write the story of Jesus immediately there’d be no one left to tell it. 
Gradually the name of ‘John Mark’ kept cropping up because he’d been close to Peter and 
had heard much of the story from him. But where was he? He hadn’t arrived. Had he been 
arrested too? Then at the very last minute a knock on the door, the password given, the door 
opened and there was Mark. Reluctant at first - but he agreed to ‘have a go’. 
 
Fanciful? Perhaps but maybe not too far from the truth.  It was certainly a gripping attempt to 
introduce us to the Gospel of St Mark which is the one set for this year‘s Church of England 
calendar. As with all the gospels it is anonymous and the date uncertain, but the consensus is 
that it was written in Rome somewhere between AD 66 - 68 and based on Peter’s 
reminiscences.  It is the shortest of the gospels and its style is both concise and lively, racy 
even; everything happens quickly and its characteristic word is immediately. Everyone and 
everything is in the immediate. The word runs through it like a kind of repetitive chorus, more 
obvious in the Greek than in some of our translations which wisely don’t always use it so 
boringly often. You really do have the feeling that Mark was trying to deliver this Good News 
of Jesus Christ (his opening words) as soon as he could. But who was he? 
 
He was a young Jerusalemite whose mother Mary 
owned a house large enough to accommodate prayer 
meetings (see Acts 12:12). Suggestions have been that 
he was the young man who ran away ‘naked’ from the 
Garden of Gethsemane (Mark 14:51-52). Was that him 
putting his stamp on the Gospel and saying, ‘I was there. 
I saw and heard what happened’? (Interestingly it is the 
only gospel to record the presence of that young man 
and without it how would we know of Jesus’ prayer? (His 
beloved disciples, you’ll recall, urged to watch with him, 
had succumbed to sleep!) Is it too fanciful to imagine that 
perhaps the Last Supper had been held in his home and, with teenage curiosity, he’d followed 
the group up to the Garden at a distance? I rather like to think so! A rather more fanciful 
suggestion has been that he may even have been the young lad who offered his picnic at the 
Feeding of the 5000. 
 
What we do know is that he set out with Paul and Barnabas (a relative, cousin maybe, possibly 
uncle) on Paul’s first missionary journey (Acts12:25). Initially quite helpful to Paul (13;5), at 
Perga, on the malaria infested, pirate ridden coast of Turkey, he suddenly left them and 
returned home. Why? We’re not told. Was it fear of malaria, pirates or the thought of the next 
stage of the journey across the rugged bandit – ridden Taurus mountains? Whatever the 
reason, Paul regarded it as desertion and when subsequently he planned a second journey 
and Barnabas wanted to include Mark, Paul would have none of it. Sadly, the two parted 
company and not, it would seem, too amicably. So, Barnabas sailed to his native Cyprus taking 
Mark with him while Paul chose another companion Silas and set off overland to Turkey via 
Syria (Acts 15:36-40). Mercifully the story has a happy ending. In time Paul evidently forgave 
him and the two became reconciled. He recommends Mark to the church in Colossae 
(Colossians 4:10), describes him as a co-worker (Philemon 24) and considers him as ‘very  
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useful’ (2Timothy 4:11). Mark’s relationship with Peter was sufficiently close for Peter to refer 
to him as ‘my son’ (1Peter 5:13). 
 
Many members of the early church could not read, and many more would not have been able 
to afford a scroll of their own so Mark’s Good News of Jesus would have been read to groups, 
probably in one sitting – it’s sufficiently short. We are so familiar with the story that it’s almost 
impossible for us to feel the exhilarating, and even disconcerting, impact it must have had on 
those who first heard it. Sadly, we can’t meet in groups at the moment (!) but can I encourage 
you to read that whole gospel in one go like a novel, preferably in a modern translation and 
maybe one you’ve never used before, trying to put yourself in the place of those early listeners 
for whom it was powerfully new. It can be done in an hour to an hour and a half (depending on 
your reading speed) and if you’ve done this exercise before try Eugene Peterson’s The 
Message. 
 
Thank you Father for Mark and the excitement of his Gospel.  Help us to explore it and to see 
Jesus as he really is and so to meet him that our lives too may be transformed by his touch. 
 
HAPPY READING!          Covid is granting most of us more time than usual!!!!!!!!! 
 
Canon Frances Briscoe  
 
Ed. – The lion - a symbol of power, pride, magnificence, nobility and courage is associated 
with St. Mark because it emphasizes the Resurrection power, the majesty and the regality of 
Christ and the characteristics of his Gospel. St. Mark’s relics are said to be interred in the 
Basilica in Venice – hence the winged lion is also the symbol of that city. 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
THE WORK OF CHAPLAINS CONTD FROM PAGE 9 

 
It has been a time of great opportunity for our Chaplains.  Unrestricted by church 
buildings they are out in the community, just being there for people who frequently say. 
‘I’m not religious, but…..’ and so glad to have someone just to talk to, to release their 
fears to, to know that they will be prayed for. Chaplains are a reminder of the light of 
Christ in the darkness of the world, walking alongside the discouraged, the grieving, 
the dying and speaking of God through compassion and understanding. 
(from the Diocesan website) 
 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
SMARTWATER DEFENDS CHURCH PROPERTY 

 

While angels help and defend us, ‘Smartwater’ defends church property.  
 

You may have seen notices and stickers appearing around the church and grounds 
recently with a ‘SMARTWATER’ logo on them warning would-be thieves to beware. 
And beware they should. Theft from churches and in particular theft of metals such as 
lead is a widespread problem. We have been protecting our church property by 
marking it with ‘SmartWater’ to deter anyone who may have an eye on it.  
‘SmartWater’ is a forensic liquid containing a unique identifying code, which is 
registered to St Luke’s Church. It is invisible to the naked eye and does not wear off 
but it can be identified by police throughout the UK using ultra violet light. So, should 
any gang of thieves out there think about removing church property, it would not be 
such a bright idea – especially under UV light! 
Steve Ginn 
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WHO’S WHO 
   
Vicar Rev. Dr. Matt Davis  
    
Readers Prof. Allan Hobson  
 Mrs Anne Dixon  
 Mrs Jean Watts  
Readers emeritus Mr Colin Trollope  
 Mr Chris Mulford  
 
Churchwardens Mr Peter Griffin  
 Mr Steve Ginn  
Deputy Churchwardens Mrs Andrea Brown 
 Mr John McGibbon  
 Mrs Sheila Rodger 
   
Treasurer Mr Hugh Dixon  
Deputy Treasurer Mrs Gwyneth Croft  
 
PCC Secretary Mrs Christine Payne  
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Jean Cox  
 
Deanery Synod Representatives Mr James Patterson  
 Mrs Chris Payne  
 Mr Andrew Cox  
 Mr David Moore  
 
Weekly Envelope Scheme Mrs Rachel Patterson  
and Gift Aid    
Legacy Officer Mr John McGibbon  
 
Parish Hall Secretary  Mr Steve Ginn  
Meeting Room Secretary Mrs Gwyneth Croft  
   
Newsletter Editor Mrs Irene Powell  
 
Magazine Editor Mrs Margaret Cooke (Contributions to   
 Margaret by 10th of the month please  
 by e-mail if possible – see Page 1)  
Assistant Editor Mr Ken Davies  
Magazine Distribution Mr Colin Cooke  
Magazine Adverts Mrs Margaret Cooke  
 
Church and Churchyard Maintenance Mr Allan Worthington  
 
Safeguarding Officer Mrs Joyce Eddlestone  
  
Health & Safety Officer please see wardens 
 
Woodland Workshop Co-ordinator Mr Peter Griffin  
 
Cathedral Representative Mrs Elizabeth Lowe  
 
     
Church Mission Society and Mrs June McGibbon  
Mid-Africa Mission 
 
Children’s Society Boxes Mrs Rachel Patterson  
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MARYLAND CARE HOME 
School Lane, Formby, L37 3LN 

• COMFORTABLE HOME WITH FAMILY ATMOSPHERE 

• CLOSE TO FORMBY VILLAGE         

• EXCELLENT CARE AND SUPPORT 

• REASONABLE RATES  

• ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME – TEL 07796 461371 
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PEST CONTROL 
Wasps, mice, rats etc 

 
Phone J. E. Alvey 

01704  213025 

 

 
To advertise in this 

magazine 
please contact 

Margaret Cooke 
Tel 01704 876325 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

THE WRIGHT FISH COMPANY 
             
THE FINEST FRESH FISH 
           IN FORMBY 
 
 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES EACH WEEK 
TUES 8.30 –15.30  WED 12.00 –16.30  THURS 12.30 – 16.00 

WEDNESDAYS - also parked in the lay-by on Old Town Lane  
outside the Chemist and Freshfield Surgery     9.00am - 12 noon 
 

ALL FISH BOUGHT DAILY DIRECT FROM 
FLEETWOOD FISH MARKET AND DELIVERED THE 

SAME DAY IN A FULLY REFRIGERATED VAN 
 

EAT FISH – IT’S GOOD FOR YOU! 
 

CALL KEV ON  07486 363095  
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GOD IN THE SCIENCES - HOPE FOR 2021: 

CELEBRATING THE NOW AND FUTURE CREATION 
 
I find that watching buds swelling on trees and 
plants during the winter months gives me a 
tremendous sense of hope. We may all need 
some extra hope for 2021, after the events of 
2020. By the time you read this a number of 
us may have been fortunate enough to 
receive a COVID vaccine, but all of us will 
probably still be under various kinds of 
restrictions. After creation’s winter shut-down, 
the sight of tiny flowers poking out of brown 
earth may be more important than ever.  
 
Getting outdoors during daylight hours, 
enjoying green spaces and getting some 
fresh air and exercise are great ways to keep 
ourselves healthy at any time of year. A 
psychologist colleague wrote, “Attending to 
the details of nature can also inspire awe, 
which has been linked to positive mood and 

increased life satisfaction.” I expect it is this sense of awe that makes it easier for many of us 
to connect with God outdoors. 
 
Helping ourselves and others to thrive is a good start to 2021, but it is also vital to have hope 
for the future. The COVID-19 pandemic was caused by an animal virus jumping into the human 
population. Diseases like this are not ‘natural disasters’, but are almost certainly caused by 
environmental destruction and poor farming practices - either from greed or the desperation 
born of poverty. Part of the answer to the current crisis is for us to care for all of Creation, both 
human and everything else, with God’s help.  
 
Our ultimate hope is in God’s promise that He will bring about a new heaven and new earth. 
We can look forward to the day when Creation will be fully redeemed and liberated from evil. 
The Greek word used to describe the new creation is the same as that used to describe 
someone who becomes a Christian, whose humanity is restored and renewed. There will be 
continuity between the old and new earth as it is cleansed and purified, surpassing and 
perfecting what has gone before. There will also be some discontinuity, as there will be no 
more suffering or death.  
 
So, one source of hope for 2021 is that we can enjoy both caring for and meeting God in 
Creation. But the parts of Creation that we find most beautiful, giving us a sense of awe and 
helping us to worship, are also a reminder that there is something much better to come. 
 
by Ruth Bancewicz, Church Engagement Director, The Faraday Institute for Science and 
Religion, Cambridge  
 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
SMILE LINES - Diabetic 
 
A fellow nurse at my hospital received a call from an anxious patient. 
"I'm diabetic and I'm afraid I've had too much sugar today," he said.  
"Are you light-headed?" my colleague asked.  
"No," the caller answered, "No, I’m brunette."  
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JUST ANOTHER YEAR? 

Here we are in 2021. Great, but the New Year transition was rather different from usual; at 
least it was for most of us who stayed at home due to Covid 19. I wonder what our Lord 
expects of us? In a way, it is rather like Moses’ requests to help him to persuade the 
Egyptians to release the Israelites from their bondage. Is this situation today a response to 
our failure to care for our planet and our fellow creatures? Another similar occurrence 
happened when the Great Plague was being spread by people fleeing in pursuit of safety. 
That was until the people in the Derbyshire village of Eyam made a conscious and very brave 
decision not to travel, but went into lock-down to stop the epidemic spreading any further in 
the country. Many of them were wiped out by the illness, but because of their steadfast 
adherence to their ideals, their sacrifice prevented further transmission, saving countless 
other lives. That, I think, was wonderful and brave. During this present epidemic workers 
continue to face great risk and some have paid the ultimate price. We owe them all our 
gratitude and we thank God for all His mercies. 

However, most of us are not required to face such a challenge but we must surely all play 
our part in protecting our community by willingly adhering to the rules; to paraphrase a well-
known phrase, ‘They also serve who only isolate and wait’. We must pray for God’s support 
and guidance; that He will guide those in authority and those fighting to support others. May 
He grant us good powers of endurance; and a sense of humour when all seems bleak. Above 
all, we must keep our Christian trust and faith in Him.  

Colin Trollope 

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

 

LIVERPOOL RESPONDS: WHO CARES? WHAT KIND OF LIFE AFTER COVID-19? 
 

In the online discussion, on 28 January, ‘Liverpool Responds: Who Cares? What kind of life 
after COVID-19?’ Bishop Paul and the Archbishop of Liverpool, Malcolm McMahon joined 
representatives from key Liverpool City Region organisations to examine the socioeconomic 
and health challenges raised by the pandemic. Initiated by The Metropolitan Cathedral and 
Liverpool Cathedral in collaboration with the University of Liverpool’s Heseltine Institute, these 
issues were discussed while reflecting on the role of churches in a post-COVID world. And ask 
how we can all help to rebuild the Liverpool City Region. 

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

 

LOCKDOWN 2021: DAILYHOPE PHONE LINE 

 
If you have people in your church who are unable to join you 
in person for services or are struggling with worship online, 

the DailyHope phone line might help. It has been set up 
particularly for those unable to join online church services to 

provide comfort and spiritual nourishment to the most 
isolated in our society. 

This free national telephone line is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 and offers 
music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services at the end of the phone. 
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HOLY DAYS IN FEBRUARY 

2ND FEB: CANDLEMAS, THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST 

IN THE TEMPLE 

 
In bygone centuries, Christians said their last farewells to the Christmas season on 
Candlemas, 2nd February. This is exactly 40 days after Christmas Day itself. 
 
In New Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy: it was when they 
made their first ‘public appearance’. Mary, like all good Jewish mothers, went to the Temple 
with Jesus, her first male child - to ‘present Him to the Lord’. At the same time, she, as a new 
mother, was ‘purified’. Thus, we have the Festival of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple. 
 
So, where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is described in the New Testament as the 
Light of the World, and early Christians developed the tradition of lighting many candles in 
celebration of this day. The Church also fell into the custom of blessing the year’s supply of 
candles for the church on this day - hence the name, Candlemas. 
 
The story of how Candlemas began can be found in Luke 2:22-40. Simeon’s great declaration 
of faith and recognition of who Jesus was is of course found in the Nunc Dimittis, which is 
embedded in the Office of Evening Prayer in the West. But in medieval times, the Nunc Dimittis 
was mostly used just on this day, during the distribution of candles before the Eucharist. Only 
gradually did it win a place in the daily prayer life of the Church. 
 
 

3RD FEB: ANSKAR, THE BUSY EVANGELIST 

 
Anskar (801-865) should be the patron saint of any Christian who loves doing mission... and 
who discovers that evangelists meet the most amazing people, and that their lives are full of 
surprises.... 
 
It was the 9th century, and Anskar had grown up in a noble family in Amiens in northern France. 
He decided to forsake it all in order to become a monk. It may have sounded dull to his non-
Christian acquaintances, but it opened a life of international adventure and a lasting 
achievement that has affected millions down the centuries. 
 
Anskar began by going to Picardie and becoming a monk. Soon he felt called to Corvey 
(Westphalia) where he began apostolic work - or in modern parlance, evangelism and church 
planting. But that was just the start. For here Anskar met the king of Denmark (as one does). 
King Harold was in temporary exile, and during his stay in Westphalia, had become a Christian. 
When the time came, he persuaded Anskar to return to Denmark with him, and under his royal 
patronage to evangelise Denmark. The trip was a success, and then in 832 Anskar was made 
Bishop of Hamburg.    
 
When the Vikings sacked Hamburg in 845, another unexpected opportunity came Anskar’s 
way. The Pope made him archbishop of both Hamburg and Bremen, with some responsibility 
over Denmark, Norway and Sweden. It was an enormous job, but Anskar was up to it.  He 
seems to have worked around the clock, establishing schools, giving great sums to the poor, 
and preaching the Gospel at every opportunity. Somehow, he even found time to tackle the 
Viking slave-trade, and somewhat diminish this cruel practice.      
 
But Anskar’s most lasting success was as a Christian missionary to Denmark, whose patron 
he became. It is said that he dressed austerely, ate only simple food, and added short personal 
prayers to each psalm in his psalter, thus contributing to a form of devotion that soon became 
widespread. He died and was buried in Bremen. 
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LAUNCH OF RURAL TEACHING PARTNERSHIP 
 
The Church of England, the education charity Teach First, and the Chartered College of 
Teaching have recently launched the new Rural Teaching Partnership.  
 
The partnership will run in ten pilot regions across England, and will see trainee teachers, 
trained by Teach First, start two-year placements with Church of England primary schools by 
September 2021 
 
By coming together, these three organisations hope to tackle teacher recruitment challenges 
currently faced by schools in poorer rural areas, with evidence showing that rural school 
leaders face greater difficulties with staff recruitment and retention compared to urban schools. 
 
With more than half of its 4,644 schools situated in rural areas, the Church of England is the 
majority provider of rural schools nationally.  Within ten pilot regions, schools serving areas of 
rural deprivation will be selected for placements either in Church of England schools, or non-
Church of England schools which are part of a Church of England federation or multi academy 
trust.  
 
The ten pilot dioceses are Leeds, York, Truro, Salisbury, Chelmsford, Norwich, Oxford, 
Hereford, Derby, and Bath-and-Wells. 
 
Ed. This is from the Parish Pump website – I realise that it doesn’t affect Merseyside but 
thought it might be of interest all the same. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUOTE FOR FEBRUARY 

 
Your worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the reach of God's grace. And your 
best days are never so good that you are beyond the need of God's grace. – Jerry Bridges 

 

with acknowledgment to the Oldie magazine 
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Caroline Speakman, Estate Planning Consultant 
Willwriting Service 

Willwriting Service 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 
 

• Specialist in Wills & Probate 
• Lasting Powers of Attorney 
• Will Reviews 
• Property Trust Wills 
• Trust Wills 
• Free Legacy & Bequest Advice 
• Funeral Plans 
• Home Probate Service 
• Secure Document Storage 
• Free Home Visits 
• Telephone Appointments 

 
 
If you would like some more information or some guidance, please feel free to have a 
chat with me on 07926 587776, or  email me at cspeakmanestateplanning@gmail.com  
 
Member of the Society of Willwriters 
Find me on Facebook & Twitter or visit my  
website: www.southportwills.com 
Phone No:  07926 587776 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Caroline Speakman, Estate Planning Consultant 
Willwriting Service 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cspeakmanestateplanning@gmail.com
http://www.southportwills.com/
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Cal l  Us Today on 07963 194969  

in fo@karenashop.co.uk    I     www.karenashop.co.uk  

22  -  24  Chapel  Lane Formby L37  4DU  



Page 21 

FOLLOW A NEW PILGRIM PATH 
 
In the south of England, a new pilgrim path is emerging. Winding through downland, weald 
and shoreline for 250 miles, the Old Way from Southampton to Canterbury is derived from the 
oldest road map of Britain: the Gough Map, c.1360.  
 

Like the Camino de Santiago de Compostela in Spain, 
this ancient route has lain dormant for years. But it has 
been recently rediscovered by the British Pilgrimage 
Trust, who have used the Gough Map’s key anchor 
waypoints (corresponding to settlements like 
Southampton, Chichester, Arundel, Battle, Rye etc) to 
create a new pilgrimage route with ancient roots.  
 
In unison with the Old Way’s development, the British 
Pilgrimage Trust are also reintroducing another ancient 
– and similarly dormant – tradition. The offering of 
‘sanctuary’ hospitality to pilgrims along a pilgrimage 
route was, up until the English Reformation of 1534, 
common practice. Monasteries throughout the country 
would have had a room or building reserved specifically 

for travellers, who would rely on these sanctuaries in order to make pilgrimage. When 
pilgrimage was banned in 1538, and monasteries demolished, these two practices – making 
pilgrimage, and providing sanctuary – ceased, lying fallow for hundreds of years.  
 
It is natural, then, that with the re-emergence of pilgrimage in the UK, the provision of sanctuary 
should likewise become common practice again. The BPT has worked with 13 churches along 
the Old Way, who will offer overnight sanctuary to BPT pilgrims walking the route, in exchange 
for a donation (between £5-£10 per pilgrim for one night) to their church. In Spring 2021, Covid-
19 permitting, the Sanctuary Project will launch.  
 
The BPT is looking for more churches, based along this route and in other locations across 
Britain, to take up this project. This is a fantastic opportunity: not only will the project enable 
pilgrims on lower incomes to make pilgrimage, but it will also bring a new type of visitor and 
donation to churches.  
 
To find out more about the BPT’s Sanctuary Project, visit: britishpilgrimage.org/sanctuary 
 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 

BRITISH CHURCH IN 2021 
  
The fourth edition of UK Church Statistics, No 4, 2021 Edition, has now been 
published. Although this is a pre-Covid-19 assessment, the findings will still be of interest.   
  
The book looks at the 228 denominations in the UK. Although 39% of the denominations (which 
are responsible for 82% of the total membership) are declining, still some 50% of all the 
denominations were showing some, if small, growth. 
  
That so many groups of Christian churches are growing amidst general decline is significant. 
What is helping that growth? It was found to have been caused by the enormous numbers of 
immigrants, refugees, asylum seekers, students coming into the country. Some of these come 
from countries with Christian traditions or backgrounds. These ‘Diaspora churches’ include 
Iranian, Latvian, Romanian, Sri Lankan, Syrian and Turkish churches, made up of immigrants 
to the UK. 
Dr Peter Brierley may be contacted on peter@brierleyres.com. 

mailto:peter@brierleyres.com
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THE CHURCH, CHINA AND HONG KONG 
 

The Archbishop-elect of Hong Kong, the Rt Revd Andrew Chan, has promised to work for 
reconciliation between China, “the motherland” and Hong Kong and Macao. 
 
He said that under his leadership, the Anglican Church would hope to establish “a harmonious 
and coalescing relationship” between the two sides, “so all may flourish amidst mutual respect 
and understanding.” 
 
He went on to say that Hong Kong was currently “experiencing fragmentation, hostility, mistrust 
and hatred among different factions” in both the Church and the wider community.  But he 
hoped that the Church could become a ‘bridge and reconciler in our home town.” 
 
Bishop Chan studied at Newcastle University and Salisbury and Wells Theological College.  
As Bishop of Western Kowloon, he has previously signed a joint letter criticising the 
government for refusing to listen to protestors, and the violence of protesters who stormed the 
Hong Kong parliament building last year. 
 

 

DEATH THREATS FOR CHINA  

CHRISTIAN FREEDOM CAMPAIGNER 
 
A leading campaigner for Christian freedom in China has received death threats and been 
hounded from his home in Texas.  
  
Bob Fu is a former Tiananmen Square protester and partner of UK-based Release 
International, which supports persecuted Christians around the world.  
  
Fu and his family have been traumatised by bomb threats and protests that continued for 
weeks on his doorstep in Texas, but he insists his work at ChinaAid will continue. 
  
Pastor Bob Fu says ChinaAid has been targeted for intimidation but will not be silenced. 
Instead, this taste of persecution on their doorstep is a wake-up call to the free world that will 
spur on the campaign for freedom of faith in China. The threats are part of a bizarre campaign 
to target Chinese exiles in several countries.  
 
The mayor of Bob's hometown in Texas told reporters: “There are people who want Bob Fu 
eliminated, who would like to see his life ended.” 
  
Bob Fu says: “I have no doubt this is directly from Beijing. The goal is clear. It's to silence my 
voice for freedom in China and to destroy the ministry of ChinaAid.” But he insists: “We cannot 
let them stop us – it’s business as usual.” 
  
The threats have taken a toll on his family. Fu’s 15-yr-old daughter had to be taken out of 
school by armed police. 'The atmosphere was so tense – that caused stress, mentally and 
physically.’ The family is now back in their home under police protection. 
  
Bob Fu was speaking about persecution in China in Washington DC when news broke that 
protesters had gathered outside his home in Midland, Texas. Bomb threats were made against 
his family, who had to be taken into protective custody. 
 
(both articles from Parish Pump website) 
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‘BEING THERE’ FOR PRISONERS DURING COVID-19 
 

Surely the most severe form of lockdown this past year has been in our prisons.  Prisoners 
have been left in their cells for up to 23 hours a day, with all activities suspended. 
 
Whereas prayer and chapel services usually provide some outlet for prisoners, even these 
were halted. That meant that many prisoners with personal problems and anxieties were left 
with no one to turn to for help. 
 
In response, Prison Fellowship launched Prayer Line. It is a telephone service with a freephone 
number, where prisoners have been requesting prayers for something personal by leaving 
their request as an anonymous recorded message. 
 
The messages have then been picked up by PF staff, distributed to PF volunteer prayer 
groups, and faithfully prayed for.   
 
The requests for help have ranged from prayers for the victims of the prisoner’s crime, to the 
prisoner’s family, themselves, and other prisoners. 
 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 

 

 

SMILE LINES 
 
Dressed 
During my surgical residency I was called out of a sound sleep to an emergency. Unshaven 
and with tousled hair, I showed up with an equally unpresentable medical student. In A&E we 
encountered the on-call medical resident and his student, both neatly attired in clean white 
coats. The resident said to his student, "You can always tell the surgeons by their absolute 
disregard for appearance."  
 
Two evenings later, I was at a formal dinner when called to A&E for another emergency. 
I was stitching away, wearing my dinner jacket, when I encountered that same medical 
resident. He looked at me, then said to his student, "Certainly sensitive to criticism, isn't he?"  
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