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So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him.
Colossians 2:6 (NIV)
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Aim: To support MU members in serving their communities
Achieved:
•
•
•

Members supported with bedding and kitchen utensils
Training of 25 MU trainers from all over the Diocese
Successful Revolving Goat Loan project
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•
•

To extend the MU support across Kivu diocese
To work through the Gisenyi MU to help the most needy
parts of the diocese

Butaka Parish Church
Aim: To provide a church in Butaka

Achieved:
•
•

Building completed
Worshipping community in church

Challenges:
•

Fund windows, doors and flooring

Groupe Scolaire Secondary School
•

Continuing to support needy students in Shyira

Primary Schools
Aim:
•

To support school ministry by providing equipment,
school materials and evangelistic outreach
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Email us for further information:
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Donate online:
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Shyira Trust, Secretary: Ken Davies
53 Stapleton Road, Formby, Liverpool L37 2YT
https://www.stewardship.org.uk/partners/shyiratrust
https://www.facebook.com/shyiratrust

Vicar – Rev. Dr. Matt Davis

From the Vicarage
Dear Friends

As I write this, we’ve just had a mini heatwave: a few days of very sunny weather, with the
resulting increase in visitors to the beach. I describe it as “mini” because it wasn’t very long
(only a few days) and it wasn’t very hot (in comparison to other parts of the country). The
south of England was hotter for longer—though compared to the current heatwave in Spain
its weather pales in comparison too.
As is usual when heatwaves occur, there was increased talk of Climate Change. Of course, it’s
not possible to connect individual weather events to a change in climate, but the overall
pattern of increased temperatures over the past century is without doubt. Climate change has
occurred and by all accounts the climate is going to keep changing. Unfortunately, it doesn’t
look good: it’s leading to more extreme weather such as flash floods and heat waves. It all
sounds a bit miserable!
Change can be difficult, even when the change itself is neutral. We get used to things, things
become second nature, so when they change it throws us and we get confused. I love the new
features that come with software updates for my phone or computer, but I don’t like it when
old features get tinkered with. Where did that feature go?! In which menu is that option now?!
Off to Google I go to find the answer…
The problem with change is that it’s a bit like death and taxes: it’s going to happen. A Greek
philosopher called Heraclitus is often quoted as saying: “Change is the only constant in life.”
Apparently, the original quotation is just “everything changes”. I suppose the change in
quotation only serves to prove his point!
In a world of change, we strive for the unchangeable, however fleeting that may seem. This is
the reason I love Malachi 3:6 where God speaks of himself by saying:
“I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.”
The Lord God does not change. He is the same yesterday, today and forever. He doesn’t decay,
he never needs an upgrade or repair. God is “the great unchangeable I AM”.
(Continued on Page 2)
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So, what does that mean for us? Well, the God of the Old Testament is the same as the God
of the New Testament, and the same God as today. God does not change. What he has
revealed about himself is as true now as it has ever been. We can trust what the whole Bible
says about God. And because God doesn’t change, we can still trust his promises, no matter
how long ago he made them. God does not change his mind: his promises are as sure today
as they have ever been. That’s what the Lord was trying to get the descendants of Jacob to
grasp in the time of Malachi: the certainty we can have if we’re God’s people—our hope of
heaven, our trust in God’s timing—is all down to God not changing. What a wonderful truth
that is!
With every blessing,
Matt
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CHURCH REGISTER
Baptisms:
26th June – Darren and Scarlett Court
Funerals:
16th June – Harold James
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DATES AND NOTES

SERVICES – The wearing of face coverings and social distancing are no longer necessary in church.
However, it is totally acceptable for those who wish to wear face coverings and socially distance to
continue doing so. A one-way system continues to operate during communion services. For those still
not happy about coming to church, you can watch and listen to our services on Zoom. Contact the
wardens or Jean Cox for details. We are now using the meeting room for teas and coffees after both
8.30 and 10.30 services.
SEA SUNDAY – Sun 10th July.
ST SWITHIN’S DAY – Frid 15th July.
PRAYER CHAIN – Please contact Philip Lowe if you know of someone who would appreciate prayer
support (p.h.lowe50@btinternet.com).
LIFEBOAT TEA ROOM – Fridays, Saturdays and Bank Holidays until 29th August.
TUESDAY LUNCH – 5th July. Soup, sandwiches, and cake from 12noon to 2pm. Donations requested.
NONE in Aug. Re-opens Tues 6th Sept.
PARISH BREAKFAST – NONE in July. Resumes 1st Sunday in Aug, so 7th. Names on list in church
please or contact Ann Wood by phone on 01704 201859. Help always appreciated.
WOODLAND WORKSHOP – 2nd Saturday, so 9th July & 13th Aug (contact Peter Griffin re times).
LATE SUMMER BANK HOLIDAY – Mon 29th Aug.
NEW PEW BIBLES – The PCC have authorised the purchase of New International Version (NIV) Bibles
for the pews. These will cost £8 per copy. Should you like to purchase one for yourself, and/or sponsor
the cost of one, please sign the list at the back of church.
PAYMENT FOR MAGAZINES – a courteous reminder to subscribers who still wish to pay their annual
magazine subscription. Due to Covid, we have been trying to minimise personal contact as much as we
can to keep everyone as safe as possible. Payment is £10 in cash or a cheque for £10 made payable
to St Luke’s PCC in an envelope clearly marked with “2022 MAGAZINE CHEQUE/CASH FROM (NAME
+ ROAD)”. The envelope can then either be put on the plate at the back of church or posted to or put
through the letterbox of Mr David Moore, 21 Vicarage Road, Formby, L37 1XT. Thank you for your
anticipated cooperation and ongoing support for our parish magazine.
RONALD DAVIES WILLIAMS – Steve, Ron’s son, has set up an online tribute page in memory of his
late Dad. It has space for people to include memories, light a virtual candle and/or donate to charity.
The link is: https://ronalddavieswilliams.muchloved.com/ Ron was indeed a much-loved parishioner at
St Luke’s for many years who very recently passed away.
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PLATINUM JUBILEE AT THE TEA ROOM

We did it!
Wednesday morning – an enormous shop at Costco and Tesco.
Wednesday afternoon – we arrived at the church to set up the exhibition and
I thought there was no-one there. How wrong I was. A lovely group of people
had turned up to help and we quickly placed the boards round the church and
arranged the items.

Thursday morning – the amazing early
morning team had arrived (as usual) and put
the outdoor furniture out. Then they put out
the many, many, metres of bunting.

With Liz’s craft table up (enjoyed by adults as
well as children!) we were ready.
Thursday was much busier than expected –
Friday quiet (well it did rain and we needed a rest!) – and then Saturday was
busy again.
People came and enjoyed the exhibition, the refreshments and the music
extravaganza. A big thank you to all the many volunteers without whom this
weekend could not have happened.
St Luke’s family – you are amazing!! Jean Cox
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THE PIPER AT THE GATES OF DAWN
There it was just above my head as I sat thinking of something new for this month’s magazine.
It was something that I have had since 1961. A book but not just any old book. I knew it from
boyhood but now I was told to read it again with new eyes by my New Testament tutor as I left
St Aidan’s and prepared for ordination. Especially, he said, read the chapter, ‘The Piper at the
Gates of Dawn.’
The book, not a weighty tome full of theology but one which surely you too have read in
childhood - The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame. It’s one of the great books of English
Literature and contains not only the adventures of Mr Toad and his friends but in the chapter,
‘The Piper at the Gates of Dawn,’ gives us a wonderful sense of what is called, ‘The Numinous.’
A big word which will become clear, so please don’t switch off!

The story is simple. Little Portly the otter cub has been missing for some days. His family have
been looking for him everywhere. Rat and Mole can’t sleep through worry about the little chap,
so in the moonlight they get their boat out and begin to search the river. As they row Rat starts
to hear music which is both beautiful but also painful. As it grows louder their eyes fill with tears
as they are drawn towards a small island where they land. The song dream makes Rat exclaim.
‘Here in this holy place, here if anywhere, surely, we shall find him!’ Full of awe they walk into
the trees, stop and look into the kindly eyes of the Helper, The Great God Pan playing his pipes.
Nestling between his great hooves sleeping soundly is the baby otter Portly. The two friends
crouch to the earth, bare their heads and worship. The vision vanishes and the baby otter
wakes up and is returned to his family.
Now I have called this vision, ‘The Numinous.’ It’s a term which was used by the German
Rudolph Otto in his book, ‘The Idea of the Holy.’ He describes it as something mysterious and
awe inspiring. He uses the phrase, ‘Mysterium Tremendum’ or ‘Tremendous Mystery.’ It’s what
happened to Mole and Rat in the presence of The Great God Pan on that island in the middle
of the river. For ever after that island would be holy to the two friends who told others what had
happened as the news spread up and down the river.
The earliest we see feelings of a sense of such mystery is found in primitive man not only our
own Homo Sapiens but also in Neanderthal man who came before us. We have the idea that
our hunter gatherer forebearers lived in caves. Not necessarily so for they often used rock
shelters and overhangs at the entrance of caves. The cave interiors were places which were
seen as ‘spooky.’ Inside was where they often buried their dead and in the inmost recesses
they would draw and paint pictures depicting the animals they hunted, animals in the
interglacials such as the Woolly Mammoth. It was in such places that man caught a sense of
awe and mystery in the darkness with only a flickering light and in the presence of the dead. If
we were to think of spirituality in such places, then it would be most likely ancestor worship.
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Buildings for us can have the same effect. Go and sit quietly in an ancient cathedral with
nobody about as I used to do when in Durham and you can get the same feeling. The age and
beauty of that cathedral and the prayers of the ages imprinted on its stones gave me a sense
of the Numinous, the Wholly Other, the Presence of God. There at some difficult times I was
strengthened and so with a new step I was able to walk back across Palace Green over Elvet
Bridge and back to college thinking of the two places in the cathedral where I had sat and
where St Cuthbert and the Venerable Bede are buried, while early in the morning on the bridge
in winter a north easterly would cut you off at the knees!
I am unhappy at some of the ‘modernisms’ being done to parish churches. Pews ripped out,
new flooring and stacking chairs put in. The nave being used for secular purposes. Often only
the sanctuary is left and curtained off except for worship. Sorry, but for me such churches have
been stripped of all their spirituality. You might as well use the parish hall!
Oh, and please don’t forget to read or read again The Wind in the Willows especially the
editions illustrated by Ernest Shepard. Surely, we are all still children at heart. I am!
Rev Roy Baker
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LEADING YOUR CHURCH INTO GROWTH (LyCiG)
LyCiG is a Christian organisation who for almost 25 years have been serving the local church
across the country with a vision to encourage and equip them to grow both numerically and
spiritually. They run residential courses, provide training days and resources as well as
supporting dioceses in developing their own growth programmes and serve all kinds of
churches, Catholic or Charismatic, Evangelical or Liberal, Rural or Urban, Big or Small.
(Extracts from website).
The recently retired Bishop of Liverpool, the Rt Rev Paul Bayes stated on the LyCiG website:
“For years LyCiG has been and remains the best single piece of training that any local church
can undertake if it wants to learn more about sharing the great news of Jesus Christ.”
St Luke’s Parochial Church Council (PCC) has been following the local course during its past
four meetings. Session 1 ‘Creating a prayerful culture of growth’; Session 2 ‘Implement an
effective strategy’; Session 3 ‘Practice fruitful evangelism’; Session 4 ‘Develop engaging
worship’. Space does not permit me to expand upon any of these sessions but suffice to say
that they were extremely worthwhile in developing ideas and activities to aid continued growth
at St Luke’s.
Despite the lockdowns and restrictions imposed upon us by Covid over the past two years, St
Luke’s is a growing church with 24 children now attending services regularly on a Sunday.
‘Some of our regular youngsters are moving up to senior school and it is hoped they will form
a nucleus for our new youth group’ (PCC Minute from 25th May meeting) – refer Page 12 and
weekly news sheet for details. Also, there are currently 40 to 50 people attending The Bible
Course – again, Page 12 for details. The many well-supported weekly, monthly and annual
activities and events regularly highlighted in this magazine and through other channels is
strong evidence of an extremely vibrant and energetic church with growth at its core. It is ably
led by our vicar, Rev Dr Matt Davis, supported by his equally able wife Liz and a hard-working
and capable PCC with expertise in many areas. We are one family in Christ!
St Luke’s is a church that does its very best through its services and fellowship to cater for
people of all ages and at all stages along their life’s journey with Jesus. Come and grow with
us!
KD
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REV CANON FRANCES AMELIA BRISCOE
As most of our readers will undoubtedly be aware,
Frances died on 12th May at St Joseph’s Hospice
after an illness stretching back to just over three
months. Her well-attended funeral Service of
Thanksgiving was held at St Luke’s on 25 th May
and was led by our vicar, the Rev Dr Matt Davis.
The service was an extremely moving one with
appreciations from Rev Dr Dennis Bailey (Godson,
now resident in South Africa) and Rev Canon
Alison Woodhouse (retired vicar, St Luke’s). They
both spoke very lovingly of Frances’ life devotion
to her faith and to others.
Frances had prepared her own funeral service with prayers, hymns, and music. She had even
written a potted history of her life story, printed in
the order of service. In it she wrote about her
humble beginnings in Liverpool: “As an only child
I was born in Liverpool on Thursday 2 May 1935
at about 2.00am at 50 Edge Lane, a Nursing Home
near to my grandparents who lived at 23 Jubilee
Drive.” From there Frances lived with her parents
Alf and Frances in West Derby, then with her grandparents in 1937 when her parents returned
to Jubilee Drive to care for them. In 1942 the family moved ‘across the water’ to Wallasey ‘to
escape the bombing’. In Wallasey, she attended Vaughan Road, Junior School, New Brighton
and became friends with another only child Audrey Proffitt who persuaded her to attend St
Saviour’s Free Church of England and Sunday School. Audrey was to become a lifelong friend.
Frances records: “It was there I came to know Christ and committed my life to him when I was
10.” It was also at St Saviour’s that Frances was subsequently to meet her future husband,
Austin – recently returned from army service in WW2 he became a youth leader and Church
Warden. They were married on 24th July 1962 at St Saviour’s.
From 1946 to 1953 Frances was a pupil at Wallasey Secondary Technical School and served
as Head Girl during her final year. From there she attended Bangor Normal College for two
years to become a secondary school teacher. She then spent nine years teaching English with
some Music, PE and, influentially, Scripture at Somerville Secondary Modern School. She took
a year out in 1961-62 to undertake a Diploma in RE at Leeds University. In December 1964
Frances and Austin moved to Marple near Stockport and Frances took up a supply post
teaching maths at Marple Secondary School, and after a term she was invited to stay on to
take charge of the RE, and subsequently, Music departments. It was around this time that
Frances was “feeling a growing call to fulltime ministry.” But women at that time could not be
ordained.
After 20 years in the teaching profession and accumulating further academic qualifications
along the way – BA degree in Theology at Manchester University followed by an MA whilst still
teaching part-time RE at Stockport High School and Priestnall High School to help subsidise
her studies – Frances was eventually to embark on 25 years in ministry before retirement in
2000.
(Continued on Page 7)
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It is impossible for me to continue, in a two-page article, writing about Frances in the detail that
would even remotely do her justice. Suffice at this point is to say that after accomplishing her
first ambition - a 20-year teaching career – the second of her lifelong ambitions in ministry was
about to be embarked upon and eventually accomplished.
Frances held a variety of posts in her ministry – five and a half years as a lay worker at St
Luke’s in Crosby and its daughter church All Saints from 1976, and deaconess from 1977;
Head Deaconess, Cathedral Chaplain and Diocesan Lay Ministry Advisor (DLMA) with
responsibility for promoting Women’s Vocations and Ministry from 1977; appointed Diocesan
Director of Diaconal Ministries (DDDM) in 1987 with responsibility for curates during their
diaconal year prior to priesting: installed as an Honorary Canon of Liverpool Cathedral in
recognition of her work in promoting Women’s Ministry (first woman in the diocese and
arguably the 2nd/3rd in the CofE) in January 1988; part time post teaching New Testament to
those training for ministry at St Deinol’s (Hawarden); appointed Area Dean in 1989 of the newly
formed Deanery of Sefton, coupled with Director of Reader Training for the diocese and
followed three years later by being made Minister in Charge of St Stephen’s Hightown,
becoming Priest in Charge when women were first ordained priests in 1994 (the latter three
posts remained with Frances up to her retirement in 2000); for 10 years from 1985-1995
Frances served on the General Synod of the Church of England representing firstly the
Cathedrals’ Advisory Commission and then Advisory Board for Ministry, and also represented
the Synod on the Council of St John’s College Durham and the diocese of Liverpool on the
Northern Ordination Course; 21 years (Vice Chair most of the time) on the Council of Scargill,
the Anglican Retreat and Conference Centre in Wharfedale.
“Retirement gave me the opportunity to revisit interests of my youth, notably music, the theatre,
and literature. I have had wonderful opportunities of leading worship and preaching in a variety
of churches; something I love doing, besides being a Bible Society Speaker.” Frances
continued to take on roles for the Church of England in her retirement and visited St Luke’s
Formby on many occasions. Her thoughtful and wise words were always cherished and valued.
This was when I got to ‘know’ this gentle and charming lady.
A book could easily be written about Frances’ life – in teaching and in church ministry. The
basic facts extracted from her own potted life story can only scratch the surface of her
devotional work to others, a rich and rewarding sacrifice which began when she gave herself
to Christ at the age of 10. It is a wonderful story.
The Rev Canon Alison Woodhouse and the Rev Dr Dennis Bailey gave their personal accounts
of Frances the person, the woman who finally became a priest in the male dominated Church
of England. They both told their own insightful appreciations of times spent with her. Alison
had much in common with Frances’ ambitions for church priesthood and ministry. Dennis was
fostered from state care to Frances and Austin at the age of 12. He became their Godson. He
had witnessed at first-hand how Frances handled the Church’s ‘exclusion’ of her priesthood
ambitions – with graciousness and humility! He termed his appreciation or Eulogy more of a
Halle-eulogy in celebration of achieving her lifetime goal/s and at the end of his Halle-eulogy
he said: “May she now rest in peace and shake up the heavens! In Jesus’ name, Awoman! Or,
as we say in South Africa – Womandla!”
Frances has now gone home!

Ken Davies – Assistant Editor (extracted from Frances’ Funeral Service of
Thanksgiving)
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ST LUKE’S SCHOOL YEAR 6 RESIDENTIAL 12-15 JUNE

Last June, Year 6 (top juniors) enjoyed a few days away from school at Dearne Valley Activity
Centre, Doncaster. The pictures tell their story. The activities or challenges were about
character development, focusing on confidence, resilience, and
life skills - and having fun! They included archery, canoeing,
climbing Jacob’s Ladder, orienteering, walking, and zip-wiring.
Canoeing and zip-wiring proved to be the most popular.

BenM writes: “My favourite activity in Dearne Valley was canoeing because it was really fun
and we got very wet!” GabbyJ says: “I enjoyed the zipline because I got stuck and they had to
save me.” AvaS wrote: “I really enjoyed canoeing because I overcame my fear of water.”
ImmyP thought: “My favourite thing in Dearne Valley was Jacob’s Ladder because I was
nervous at the beginning but I never gave up and made it to the top.” (Mr C Ayre Y6 Teacher)
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MY TESTIMONY OF FAITH - HOW I CAME TO KNOW JESUS
Attending St John the Baptist School, a small but high Church of
England school in the Tuebrook area of Liverpool in the first half of the
1950s ensured, at the very least, my recognition of Jesus from an
early age. At that time, I lived with my mother and extended family
local to the school, a family exhibiting all the traditions of a typical
Liverpool family - a family with Irish, Welsh and English ancestry along
with their protestant and catholic affiliations, and a good dollop of
‘worshipping’ atheists. There were also Liverpool and Everton fans
beneath the same roof, but we all lived happily together!!! Throughout
those formative years, I said my prayers every night. I attended St
John the Baptist Church in Tuebrook - the church still exists today,
unlike the school – on an occasional basis up to the age of eleven. I then passed the
scholarship (11+) and went to Liverpool Collegiate Boys’ Grammar School in Shaw Street, not
a C of E high school, but nevertheless, a school that still took religious education seriously with
full school daily assemblies which included prayers, a hymn and a lesson read by a 6 th Form
pupil. I remember vividly my knees knocking when it came to my turn to deliver the lesson
every morning for a week in front of the assembled throng of approximately 1000 pupils and
staff. But I survived, thanks to the odd prayer!
On leaving Collegiate, and after securing my academic qualifications, I went into full time
secondary teaching in 1967 at Gateacre Comprehensive School in Liverpool – Liverpool’s first
purpose built comprehensive incidentally! My teaching subjects were Biology and Science. I
remained at the school until my early retirement in 2000. During my 33-year spell at Gateacre
I was indirectly influenced into wanting to know more about Jesus by a senior member of staff
named Bill Edwards. Bill was a devout Anglican. He never ‘preached’ his faith, but the way he
handled with calmness and confidence the often-difficult challenges of daily school life was
inspirational to me. He became a good friend. Bill sadly passed away a few years ago.
When did I finally become 100% committed to walk with Jesus? By the mid-80s I began to
increasingly realise that something was missing from my life. The influences of my former years
were perhaps beginning to catch up on me. How could Jesus impact more positively on my
daily thoughts, words, and actions I kept asking myself? I began to pray and read the Bible
more. My commitment grew, doubts faded, and after sporadic attendances at St Luke’s I
decided to get confirmed. This was under the tutelage of the late Rev Arnold Moon,
confirmation itself being conferred upon me in the summer of 1986 at St Luke’s by the late Rt
Rev David Sheppard, Bishop of Liverpool at the time. The growing pressures of teaching,
accompanied with me being a member of the senior management team with responsibility for
overseeing the pastoral system in the school, was beginning to take its toll. Was it a cry for
help? Possibly? But my prayers were soon answered, and the door swung open fully for me
to step through and into a ‘new life’ – a less anxious and more contented life! Welcome Jesus!
To sum up, there was never any real ‘Damascus moment’ that I can recall, but more a case of
gradually getting to know Jesus better and to trust and rely upon Him more and more. The
influences of others undoubtedly played a major part. The journey with Him continues to be a
bumpy one and does not guarantee immunity from life’s pitfalls. But knowing Jesus does,
undoubtedly, equip you better to tackle and manage the storms that life throws at you. In my
mind, Jesus, our God on earth, is the perfect role model for humanity - particularly, when it
comes to how we communicate with, and treat, one another. I would thoroughly recommend
Him.
Ken Davies – Assist Editor and PCC member
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SERVICES FOR JULY 2022
Sunday 3rd July – Trinity 3
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
All-age service with
Holy Communion CW
Thursday 7th July
9.15am
Holy Communion CW
Sunday 10th July – Trinity 4 / Sea Sunday
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Morning Worship with
Children’s Church*
Sunday 17th July – Trinity 5
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
Holy Communion with
Children’s Church* CW
Sunday 24th July – Trinity 6
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Morning Worship with
Children’s Church*
Sunday 31st July – Trinity 7
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Morning Worship with
Children’s Church*

SERVICES FOR AUGUST 2022
Thursday 4th August
9.15am
Holy Communion CW

Sunday 7th August – Trinity 8
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
All-age service with
Holy Communion CW
Sunday 14th August – Trinity 9
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Morning Worship with
Children’s Church*
Sunday 21st August – Trinity 10
8.soam
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
Holy Communion with
Children’s Church* CW
Sunday 28th August – Trinity 11
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Morning Worship with
Children’s Church*
(*Term time only)

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him.” Colossians 2:6 (NIV)
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WHO’S WHO
Vicar

Rev. Dr. Matt Davis

Readers

Prof. Allan Hobson
Mrs Anne Dixon
Mrs Jean Watts

Readers emeritus

Mr Colin Trollope
Mr Chris Mulford

Churchwardens

Mrs Fiona Grieveson
Mr Steve Ginn

Deputy Churchwardens

Mr John McGibbon
Mrs Sheila Rodger

Treasurer
Deputy Treasurer

Mr Hugh Dixon
Mrs Gwyneth Croft

PCC Secretary

Mrs Christine Payne

Electoral Roll Officer

Mrs Jean Cox

Deanery Synod Representatives

Mr James Patterson
Mrs Chris Payne
Mr Andrew Cox
Mr David Moore

Weekly Envelope Scheme
and Gift Aid
Legacy Officer

Mrs Rachel Patterson

Parish Hall Secretary
Meeting Room Secretary

Mr Steve Ginn
Mrs Fiona Grieveson

Newsletter Editor
Magazine Editor
Assistant Editor
Magazine Distribution
Magazine Adverts

Mrs Irene Powell
Mrs Margaret Cooke (Contributions to
Margaret by 10th of the month please
by e-mail if possible – see Page 1)
Mr Ken Davies
Mr Colin Cooke
Mrs Margaret Cooke

Church and Churchyard Maintenance

Mr Allan Worthington

Safeguarding Officer

Mr Peter Griffin

Child Protection Officer

Mrs Joyce Eddlestone

Pastoral Care co-ordinator
and Vulnerable Adults Officer

Mrs Jean Watts

Health & Safety Officer

Mr David Hogben

Woodland Workshop Co-ordinator

Mr Peter Griffin

Cathedral Representative

Mrs Elizabeth Lowe

Church Mission Society and
Mid-Africa Mission

Mrs June McGibbon

Mr John McGibbon
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WHAT’S ON
Home Bible Groups – suspended until September.
The Bible Course started in May in the meeting room on Mondays at 7.45pm and Wednesdays at
10.30am. Dates in July are 4th & 6th and 11th & 13th. During the remainder of July and August there will
be social and prayer meetings on dates yet to be confirmed. Please sign the sheet at the back of church
if able to join. The course combines video teaching, group discussion, personal reflection, and daily
readings. It offers a superb overview of the world’s best-selling book and will increase your confidence,
equip you to read the Bible better and help you to see its relevance to daily life. The Bible Course is for
all ages and all stages!
Exciting new initiative - St Luke’s Youth Group started Sun 12th June for Y6 children and above,
from 7.45-9.00pm each Sun during term time. It is led by Liz & Matt at the vicarage. There are
pizza/snacks; games; and a chance to explore and grow our faith in Jesus. (Name TBC and to be chosen
by the group).
Alpha courses are also held at various times and locations (Co-ordinator Rhona Heron Tel. 871545).
Tuesday Lunch in the Meeting Room usually on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month - 5th July (last until
September) between 12 and 2.00pm for food, drinks and a chat. (NB No lunch on the day after a Bank
Holiday). (Lifeboat Tea Room open from 29th April until 29th August – Frids, Sats, Bank Holidays).
Creche - a creche is available at all 10.30am services.
Uniformed Organisations in the Church Hall unless otherwise stated Rainbows
Brownie Guides
4th Formby

Contact District
Commissioner

Sheila Kirk

875393

6.00pm
Room)
6.00pm

Julie Maher

8th Formby

Monday
(In the Meeting
Wednesday

Guides
4th Formby

Wednesday

7.30pm

Julie Clark

833757

Beavers

Thursday

6.00pm

Contact Gordon Hilbert

874167

Cub Scouts

Monday

6.30pm

Bob Ford

873026

Scouts

Tuesday

7.30pm

Ian Phillips

07889
682131

Group Leader

07811

907003

Jenette Rowlands

Gordon Hilbert

874167

Confirmation classes for juniors and adults are held annually.
Home Communion - The Wardens welcome the names and addresses of the sick and elderly who
would like Holy Communion monthly at home.
Baptisms, Weddings - Contact the Wardens after the 10.30am service.
PCC – if you would like to communicate a concern to the PCC, the Standing Committee members are
Rev Dr Matt Davis (Vicar), Mr Hugh Dixon (Treasurer), Mr Steve Ginn (Warden), Mrs Fiona Grieveson
(Warden), Mrs Christine Payne (Secretary).
Other PCC committee members are Mr Andrew Cox, Mr Ken Davies, Mrs Ann Dennison, Mrs Anne
Dixon, Mrs Maggie Elkington, Mr Peter Griffin, Prof Allan Hobson, Mrs June McGibbon, Mr David Moore,
Mrs Rachel Patterson, Mr James Patterson, Mrs Sheila Rodger, Mr Colin Trollope, Mrs Jean Watts.
Toilet facilities are available in the Meeting Room and are open during the services.
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To advertise in this
magazine
please contact
Margaret Cooke
Tel 01704 876325

PEST CONTROL

Wasps, mice, rats etc
Phone J. E. Alvey
01704 213025
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WHAT’S ON FOR THE ‘ELDERLY’ IN JULY-AUGUST
Holiday at Home 2022
Bookings will open on Mon 18th July for Holiday at Home 2022 which will take place 15 th26th Aug. This is a fortnight of social events aimed at older adults who are no longer
able to go away on holiday, as they once did. Programmes will be available in local
churches and other venues from mid-July. (Formby Befriending Scheme co-ordinated
with support from Luncheon Club & Churches Together).
St Luke’s Church Meeting Room (St Luke’s Church Road)
•
•
•
•

Tues Lunch 5th July 12 noon (donations for lunch); re-opens 6th Sept.
Lifeboat Tea Room Frids, Sats & Bank Holidays until 29th Aug.
Provisional – onsite picnic after 10.30 service 28th Aug (bring own lunch).
P2 Dates & Notes, P12 What’s On, & Weekly News Sheet for further information.

St Peter’s Church and Parish Hall (Paradise Lane)
•
•

•
•

St Peter’s Church celebrates its 275th Anniversary with a year-long series of events. Contact
Parish Hall 01704 871171 for details.
Fish, Chips & the Shanty Kings on Frid 19th Aug, 12.30 for 1 in Parish Hall for the Holiday at
Home programme. Cost £5. Includes Fish & Chips, apple pie & cream, tea, coffee & biscuits.
How to book will be in the Holiday at Home booklet.
Bingo for the elderly every Sun 8.00-9.30pm and Mon 2.00-4.00pm of the month. Tickets 50p
each. Refreshments 20p tea/biscuits.
Raffle £1.00 a strip with prizes on a Sun night and money prize on Mon afternoon.

Formby Methodists
The Carers Support Group meets every Frid afternoon 2.00-4.00pm at Methodist Church. The group is
open not only to all carers and the person/s they care for, but also to anyone who needs some additional
company or support.
Formby Library (01704 874177) – Mon to Frid 10.00-4.30pm and Sat 10.00-1.30pm – open as
normal for browsing and computer use
•
•
•

FL can offer a limited home delivery service. Please contact Library if interested.
Fortnightly Coffee Mornings (Thurs 10.30-12noon) and Creative Writing Group (Frid 2.00pm),
along with Visually Impaired Meeting Group – contact Library for specific dates in July & Aug.
Summer activities for adults & children in July & Aug – contact Library for details.

Formby Befriending Scheme
FBS will be holding their Coffee Club on the 1st Tues of each month (5th July & 2nd Aug) 2-4pm at
Methodist Church. It is open to anyone who would like to make new friends or just to have some
company. For more information, people can either ring: 07437 479417 or email:
info@formbybefriendingscheme.org.uk
Sefton Dementia Action Alliance – Sefton DAA
For further information, please contact Justine Shenton at: Justine.shenton@seftoncvs.org.uk or via link
on Home Page of St Luke’s Church website.
Abbeyfield Neighbourhood Project
•
•

Tea & Memories – last Frid of each month (29th July & 26th Aug) 2-4pm. Page 17 for details.
Contact Joanne Painter 07831 990653 / j.painter@abbeyfield.com for forthcoming events in
July and within the Holiday at Home programme 15th-26th Aug.

Ken Davies – Assistant Editor
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THOUGHT FOR JULY-AUGUST
Despite the 15th July being a Holy Day about rain (see below), I feel that, for the two months
of July and August, my thought must focus on the opposite and drift away to warm summer
days – long, slow, peaceful, bright sunlit days soon to be lovingly trapped in the memory. Days
full of birdsong and nature’s colourfully scented blooms. The storms of winter have passed,
life is recycling itself and the world feels good, particularly so as we hopefully – and finally emerge from a cruel pandemic. Life goes on and we need to seize the joy and happiness that
summertime affords us. Nature can set the example.
It is the weekend of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations as I write. It is a time for many
to celebrate the Queen’s 70 years on the throne, 70 years of loyal, humble, and dutiful service
to our nation. Something very special to celebrate, to enjoy, to cherish and to be thankful for.
Of course, there are lots of things to celebrate and be thankful for in our daily lives –
individually, and collectively with family, friends, and colleagues in all kinds of situations and
scenarios. However, the sad and stressful times will never completely desert us – times of
pain in all its heartless forms can strike us at any time and test our powers of resolve and
endurance to the full. Ask Job! So, don’t let the good times slip by unnoticed this July and
August. When they roll around, make the most of them and enjoy and cherish the moments
of happiness they bring. Share them with Jesus and life will be happier still!
Ken Davies – Assistant Editor

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

15th JULY ST SWITHUN (OR SWITHIN) – SAINT FOR A
RAINY DAY
St Swithun is apparently the saint you can blame for rainy summers. It is said that if it rains on
his special day, 15th July, it will then rain for 40 days after that. It all began when Swithun was
made Bishop of Winchester in 852 by King Ethelwulf of Wessex. It was an important posting:
Winchester was the capital of Wessex, and during the 10 years Swithun was there, Wessex
became the most important kingdom of England.
During his life, instead of washing out people’s summer holidays, and damping down their
spirits, Swithun seems to have done a lot of good. He was famous for his charitable gifts and
for his energy in getting churches built. When he was dying in 862, he asked that he be buried
in the cemetery of the Old Minster, just outside the west door.
If he had been left there in peace, who knows how many rainy summers the English may have
been spared over the last 1000 years. But, no, it was decided to move Swithun. By now, the
960s, Winchester had become the first monastic cathedral chapter in England, and the newly
installed monks wanted Swithun in the cathedral with them. So finally, on 15 July 971, his
bones were dug up and Swithun was translated into the cathedral.
That same day many people claimed to have had miraculous cures. Certainly, everyone got
wet, for the heavens opened. The unusually heavy rain that day, and on the days following,
was attributed to the power of St Swithun. Swithun was moved again in 1093, into the new
Winchester cathedral. His shrine was a popular place of pilgrimage throughout the Middle
Ages. The shrine was destroyed during the Reformation and restored in 1962. There are 58
ancient dedications to Swithun in England. (Parish Pump Holy Days)
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Call Us Today on 07963 194969
info@karenashop.co.uk

I

www.karenashop.co.uk

22 - 24 Chapel Lane Formby L37 4DU
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WORDSEARCH FOR SEA SUNDAY
10th July brings us Sea Sunday, the day when Christian churches remember, pray, and give
thanks for the more than 1.5 million merchant seafarers and fishermen worldwide. If seafarers
seem irrelevant to your daily life, think again: 90 per cent of everything you buy in the shops
comes to you by sea. Merchant seafarers quite literally keep our global economy afloat. Yet it
is a tough life, far from loved ones. Merchant ships are harsh working environments, never
mind the threat of piracy or even shipwreck.
To help the seafarers, a worldwide network of port chaplains has sprung up. They offer
hospitality and friendship, as well as practical, emotional, and spiritual support, providing
almost a ‘home from home’ in hundreds of ports, in more than 50 countries. You might wish to
support one of these three well-known societies: The Mission to Seafarers (Anglican), The
Apostolate of the Sea (Roman Catholic), and The Sailors’ Society (inter-denominational).

July
Sea
Sunday
Remember
Pray

Give
Thanks
Merchant
Seafarers
Daily

Shops
Economy
Afloat
Harsh
Working
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Environments
Piracy
Shipwreck
Hundreds
Global

Port
Chaplains
Hospitality
Friendship
Practical

CROSSWORD FOR JULY
Across
1 Proverbs describes her as being ‘of noble character’ (Proverbs 31:10) (4)
3 ‘Shall we go up again — — against the Benjamites, our brothers?’ (Judges 20:23) (2,6)
8 A descendant of Shem (Genesis 10:28) (4)
9 ‘Anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my —’ (Luke 14:27) (8)
11 Resentment (Ephesians 4:31) (10)
14 In Cain(anag.) (6)
15 ‘Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to—’ (Psalm 139:6) (6)
17 Intense (1 Thessalonians 4:5) (10)
20 Third Order of the Roman Catholic Church (8)
21 ‘At midnight the cry rang out, “Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to — him”’ (Matthew
25:6) (4)
22 ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in —’ (2 Corinthians 12:9) (8)
23 ‘As the — pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God’ (Psalm 42:1) (4)

Down
1 Nickname of popular First World War chaplain, the Revd G.A. Studdert Kennedy, — Willie
(8)
2 Occasion of religious joy (Lamentations 2:22) (5,3)
4 ‘We three kings of — are’ (6)
5 Allegation or charge (Jude 9) (10)
6 Kind (1 Chronicles 12:33) (4)
7 ‘Open your — and look at the fields!’ (John 4:35) (4)
10 Also known as the Feast of Lights (John10:22) (10)
12 Area that saw the healing of two demon - possessed men and a herd of pigs stampeding
to their deaths (Matthew 8:28) (8)
13 Forebear (James2:21) (8)
16 Name given to the first two books of the Apocrypha (6)
18 Esau sold his birth right for this (Genesis 25:34) (4)
19 Rear(anag.) (4)
(Solutions on Page 23)
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SMILE LINES
Pay for what you get
A man and his ten-year old son were on a fishing trip, miles from home. At the boy’s insistence,
they decided to attend the Sunday worship service at a small rural church. The father forgot to
bring any cash, so he reached in his pocket and gave his son 10p to drop in the offering plate
as it was passed. As they walked back to their car after the service, the father complained.
“The service was too long,” he lamented. “The sermon was boring, and the singing was off
key.”
Finally, the boy said, “Daddy, I thought it was pretty good for 10p.”
Solar Power
Somebody finally invented a solar-powered laundry dryer. It’s called a ‘clothes-line’.

(CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS)
ACROSS: 1 Wife. 3 To battle. 8 Obal. 9, Disciple. 11 Bitterness. 14 Niacin. 15 Attain. 17
Passionate. 20 Tertiary. 21 Meet. 22 Weakness. 23 Deer.
DOWN: 1 Woodbine. 2 Feast Day. 4 Orient. 5 Accusation. 6 Type. 7 Eyes. 10 Dedication. 12
Gadarene. 13 Ancestor. 16 Esdras. 18 Stew. 19 Area.
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