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So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him.
Colossians 2:6 (NIV)
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S h y i r a Tr u s t
Registered Charity Number 1118979

Patron: The Rt Revd Paul Bayes, Bishop of Liverpool
Hon President: Prof Allan Hobson MBE

Supporting people in North West Rwanda, Africa

r e l i ev i n g p ov e r t y
a d v a nc i ng e d u c at i o n
p r e s e r v i n g a nd p r ot ec t i n g g o o d h e al t h
Mothers Union
Aim: To support MU members in serving their communities
Achieved:
•
•
•

Members supported with bedding and kitchen utensils
Training of 25 MU trainers from all over the Diocese
Successful Revolving Goat Loan project

Challenges:
•
•

To extend the MU support across Kivu diocese
To work through the Gisenyi MU to help the most needy
parts of the diocese

Butaka Parish Church
Aim: To provide a church in Butaka

Achieved:
•
•

Building completed
Worshipping community in church

Challenges:
•

Fund windows, doors and flooring

Groupe Scolaire Secondary School
•

Continuing to support needy students in Shyira

Primary Schools
Aim:
•

To support school ministry by providing equipment,
school materials and evangelistic outreach

How YOU can help
See our website:
Email us for further information:
Donations may be sent to:
Donate online:
Like us on Facebook:

http://www.shyiratrust.org.uk
shyira-06@shyiratrust.org.uk
Shyira Trust, Secretary: Ken Davies
53 Stapleton Road, Formby, Liverpool L37 2YT
https://www.stewardship.org.uk/partners/shyiratrust
https://www.facebook.com/shyiratrust

Vicar – Rev. Dr. Matt Davis

From the Vicarage
Dear Friends,

On Easter Sunday I had a big smile on my face after the 10.30am service. My happiness wasn’t
because the all-age service went pretty much according to plan. It wasn’t even because I was
about to have a few days off after Easter (and so had the vicar equivalent of the “school’s out”
feeling). My smile appeared as I walked towards the door of the meeting room and discovered
that most of the congregation weren’t inside but had gathered on the grassy patch outside
with their teas and coffees. Every table and bench had people sitting at them. Some children
were playing football, while others were exploring the firepit area. Some adults were chatting
to people they’d not met before, and others were catching up with friends who had come to
church for the first time. There was a lovely buzz about the place and a delightful atmosphere.
Of course, it was helped by the sunny weather, being beside the pinewoods and our beautiful
church grounds with the bluebells in full bloom. But there was more to it than that: it was a
joy to see our congregation spending time together, as if we were at a family reunion.
The Bible has a lot to say about Christians being a family: God is our Father, we’re his children
and we’re brothers and sisters to each other. Each church is part of the family of God—not
just like a family, we are a family. And as I’ve thought about this, I’ve been reminded of Jesus’
words in Matthew 19. In that chapter Jesus has been talking of the cost of following him and
how we shouldn’t be surprised that we may have to give things up for him. He then says these
striking words in verse 29:
And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or
children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit
eternal life.
When I ministered to asylum seekers, I met Christian brothers and sisters who had been
rejected by their families when they decided to follow Jesus. They’d also been rejected by
society and had to flee for their lives. As they arrived in England and settled at church, they
discovered the truth of Jesus’ words. There was a deep mutual love, even across language and
cultural barriers. God had given them a new family, with multiple brothers and sisters and
even spiritual parents. If you trust in Jesus, he has done the same for you!

(Continued on page 2)
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The connection Christians have as members of God’s family and the love we have for each
other is deeply attractive. We shouldn’t underestimate it. Like any family, we will of course have
our fair share of ups and downs, but even through these our love for each other should be
visible. As people in our parish spot this love, I pray they will not only be attracted to it but want
to know where it comes from too.
With every blessing,
Matt

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
CHURCH REGISTER – to be updated in June issue.
DATES AND NOTES
SERVICES – we ask everyone to do a lateral flow test on the previous day. We are still wearing
face coverings in church and sitting with social distancing between ‘’bubbles’’. For those who
want to continue to sit in alternative pews you can do that on the right-hand side of church. A
one-way system operates during communion services. For those still not happy about coming
to church, you can watch and listen to our services on Zoom. Contact the wardens or Jean
Cox for details. We are now using the meeting room for teas and coffees after both 8.30 and
10.30 services.
ASCENSION DAY – Thursday 26th May. Check notices for any extra service/s.
PRAYER CHAIN – Please contact Philip Lowe if you know of someone who would appreciate
prayer support (p.h.lowe50@btinternet.com).
LIFEBOAT TEA ROOM is now open – see pages 3, 16 and 18 for information.
TUESDAY LUNCHES – 17th May (one only in May). Soup, sandwiches and cake from
12noon to 2pm. Donations requested.
PARISH BREAKFAST – 1st Sunday, so 1st May. Names on list in church please or contact
Ann Wood by phone on 01704 201859.
WOODLAND WORKSHOP – 2nd Saturday, so May 14th (contact Peter Griffin re times).
ASSOCIATION OF FORMBY ARTISTS ART EXHIBITION – Saturday 14th May 9.30am4.30pm in Holy Trinity Church Hall, Rosemary Lane. Admission – Adults £1. Refreshments
included.
PAYMENT FOR MAGAZINES – this is a courteous reminder to subscribers who still have to
pay their annual magazine subscription – 46 approx. at the end of March. Hopefully, more will
have paid come May. Due to the Covid situation, we are trying to minimise personal contact
as much as we can to keep everyone as safe as possible. Payment is £10 in cash or a cheque
for £10 made payable to St Luke’s PCC in an envelope clearly marked with “2022 MAGAZINE
CHEQUE/CASH FROM (NAME + ROAD)”. The envelope can then either be put on the plate
at the back of church or posted to or put through the letterbox of Mr David Moore, 21 Vicarage
Road, Formby, L37 1XT. Thank you for your anticipated cooperation and ongoing support for
our parish magazine.
EARLY MAY BANK HOLIDAY – Monday 2nd May.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
BE HAPPY!
“One cannot be angry when one looks at a penguin”. (John Ruskin 1819-1900 – English
writer, philosopher, art critic and polymath of the Victorian era).
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We REALLY, REALLY, REALLY, need your help.
Our Tea Room is now open for a full season this summer and, to keep it going, we need many
volunteers.
We are only open for 4 months and the work isn’t hard (usually!) – Fridays, Saturdays and
Bank Holidays (11am – 4pm) from 29th April until 29th August. Volunteering for even just one
day a month could make all the difference.
There are lots of ways you can help. Setting up (inside and outside), serving, clearing up,
washing up, or even just talking to customers.
We don’t pay much….in fact we don’t pay at all, but the company is good, and you do get to
eat cake!
Speak to any of the team and come and join us!
Jean Cox - 879377
Some bands/groups booked for this year (from 2pm and weather permitting) are:
APRIL/MAY: Frid 29th Off Our Rockers; Sat 30th Country Folk; Mon 2nd SOS; Sat 7th Vikings;
Sat 14th Jill Fielding; Sat 21st Swing Band; Frid 27th David & Ian; Sat 28th UKE3A.
JUNE: Thurs 2nd Jill Fielding; Frid 3rd Off Our Rockers; Sat 4th SOS; Frid 10th David & Ian; Sat
11th Vikings; Frid 17th U3A Folk Group; Sat 18th Folk Routes; Frid 24th Country Folk; Sat 25th
UKE3A.
JULY: Sat 2nd SOS; Sat 9th Vikings; Sat 16th Jill Fielding; Frid 22nd Country Folk; Sat 23rd Folk
Routes; Frid 29th U3A Folk Group; Sat 30th SOS.
AUGUST: Sat 6th Off Our Rockers; Frid 19th David & Ian. LAST WEEKEND: Sat 27th Country
Folk; Mon 30th Sounds of the Sixties.
Call in and visit us. We are looking forward to seeing our ‘old’ friends and welcoming our new
ones.
Jean Cox – 879377
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TWITCHING - A NEW MEANING FOR PENTECOST?
I was once into Twitching! Perhaps I had better explain in case you may be wondering whether
I had a serious problem at that time. No, dear reader, for a Twitcher is simply a bird watcher
who takes his hobby seriously. At that time in the '70's I was Vicar of Crossens, a village to the
north of Southport which was originally built on a sandstone upthrow in the wetlands and
marshes south of the Ribble. St John's House was built on the site of the medieval Grange by
the monks of Evesham Abbey, who held the Parish of North Meols. They were there for one
thing only, sea salt, the medieval freezer. It’s an inhospitable place in winter, once so isolated
that in the 13th century one of my predecessors who lived at the Grange was mugged by a
gang of bully boys from Ormskirk who tied him up, poured water down his throat (the original
water boarding) and made off with all the church plate and relics. In 1840 the Rector who lived
in the Grange was nearly drowned by violent flooding and fled to Ormskirk, never to return,
putting in a poor curate. Living as I did in the third house on that site, I could hardly blame him
as Barbara and I also experienced the Crossens floods of 1973.
However, in summer St John's House and the surrounding marshes were a delight. Our garden
and the surrounding marshes were the home for many web-footed friends and marsh birds.
For several years, we fed Nelson, a mallard drake who came for food. Nelson because he only
had one eye. We had to feed him on his good side otherwise Mrs Nelson would barge the poor
chap out of the way to get to the grain! Yes, it was bliss because when I was tired of my human
flock, I could visit my feathered ones. I would walk out of the door and on to the marshes in a
minute, binoculars in hand, bird books stuffed into anorak pockets and with daughter Justine
and Benji, our terrible terrier, safely on his lead. A new vicarage was eventually necessary
which was built lower down next to the church. Necessary but just not the same!
One day I walked into the garden of the old house and heard a massive whirring of wings and
a loud honking heralding the arrival of the Bewick swans from Siberia. The first time that I
experienced their arrival is something I shall never forget. Going down by the sluice and the
pools, the green of the sea grass was covered in white, covered in swans. There were literally
hundreds of them as they started to feed. I rushed back to the house for my camera and
binoculars. Then the flock became agitated. The leaders honked and the flock gathered for
flight. They waddled until they became air born, changing from being ungainly creatures into
creatures of beauty. I was lost for words as those Bewicks flew only feet above my head, my
coat covered in their calling cards! It’s a memory which will always remain with me as I gaped
open mouthed at the sight. Later they came back for the night after gobbling up all the carrots
in the local farmer's fields.

(Continued on page 5)
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How do we put such moments into words? How do we put profound experiences into language,
written or spoken? Perhaps nowadays we put such experiences into one-word expressions
such as we now find on television. 'How did you feel when you heard your son was safe?'
'Fantastic.' 'What was it like scoring the winning goal?' 'Magic.' 'How do you feel after your
ordeal?' 'Great.' 'Just look at that,' then the ubiquitous,' 'WOW!'
This problem was shared by those first disciples after the Resurrection, Ascension and
Pentecost. Those earth-shattering events stretched the language of the writers of the New
Testament to breaking point as they tried to describe what had happened. All they could do
was to go back and lean on what they knew best, the Old Testament, to try to communicate to
others what had happened. They had an experience of the Holy Spirit which defied language.
We only know that at Pentecost, like those ungainly earth-bound swans on the ground, they
suddenly took off.
Yes, the church at Pentecost or Whit Sunday as it used to be called, 'took off' at the coming of
the Holy Spirit. He can be the gentle dove with the olive branch. He can be a dove with eagle
like talons as he swoops over you. He can be like the whoosh of the wings of great swans
overhead. In the end we can only use human words and feelings to describe his coming and
his presence. The world and the church can be a dangerous place to be in with the Holy Spirit,
the afflatus, around - and not just on the 5th June when Pentecost falls this year. As for me, I
well remember when I retired 21 years ago from active parish life, what Bishop Michael said
to me then. 'Don't forget Roy, the Holy Spirit hasn't finished with you yet.' He was right!
Revd Roy Baker
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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EDITED EXTRACTS AND COMMENTS FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT
ENDING 31ST DECEMBER 2021 PRESENTED AT THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL
CHURCH MEETING HELD ON ZOOM 30TH MARCH 2022
During 2021 St Luke’s Church achieved the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Regular public worship was open to all ages and stages.
Varying worship styles with traditional organ, music group and children’s musical videos were
on offer.
During the lockdown, Sunday services were successfully transferred to Zoom, with facilities for
those without Zoom to participate on the telephone.
Regular Sunday groups for children saw growth in numbers (babies, pre-school and primary)
and leaders.
Baptisms had restarted after a pause during the pandemic.
The teaching of Christianity through sermons, courses and small groups had continued.
Two house groups met regularly.
‘What if?’ courses for those seeking to explore Christianity and ask questions were started,
with six people coming to faith.
A dozen people attended the ‘Living in Love and Faith’ course.
Prayer triplets and the email prayer chain to help people seeking assistance continued.
A Pastoral Coordinator was appointed to lead the Visiting Team to elderly members.
Woodlands Workshop continued to look after the beautiful woods and green area surrounding
church for people to visit.
Bronze and Silver awards were achieved in the ECO Church certification.
A tenant was found for the Parish Hall – HABLA (a bi-lingual nursery) following renovations.
Close connection with St Luke’s Primary School continued through Governors, assemblies,
church services, and visits to church – many of church primary aged children attend St Luke’s
School.
Services in church were held for HABLA Nursery, St Luke’s Primary School and Range High
School.
The Nativity Art Competition with prizes for the winners continued to be on offer at St Luke’s
School.
During lockdown, a church member sent out a daily bulletin to all parishioners to keep
everybody together and informed. This was discontinued once normal Sunday services
resumed.
The Lifeboat Tea Room was reinstated in the summer attracting many people, as well as live
music groups.
The monthly Craft Mornings and Tuesday Lunches recommenced in September.
The monthly Parish Breakfast to link the 8.30am and 10.30am services restarted.
Refreshments after the 10.30am service resumed and was introduced after the 8.30am
service, with the majority of service goers staying for fellowship.
A very successful Light Festival was held as an alternative to Halloween, with a light trail,
bonfire, crafts and performers.
The annual Memorial Service for bereaved family members restarted after the pandemic.
(Continued on page 7)
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

The Christingle Service proved very popular, with Christingles made by St Luke’s School.
Working with Churches Together, St Luke’s took part in the annual Formby Village Nativity.
A number of the congregation visited Care Homes to sing carols.
A ‘Blue Christmas Service’ was held for those who found Christmas difficult.
The Candlelit Carol Service had a capacity congregation.
On Christmas Eve, the usual Crib Service and Midnight Service took place.
‘Sheep Trail’ with other activities at Easter attracted many young children and families to the
church site.
The uniformed organisations continued to flourish.
Links with the Percy French Society continued, and plans made for an event in 2022.
Links with St Mark’s Church in Shyira (Rwanda) and the Shyira Trust continued by supporting
them financially and in prayer. A book written by church member Prof Allan Hobson MBE titled
Linking Parishes, Harvesting Friendship was published. It chronicles the links with Shyira over
the past 20 years.
Support for other Christian charities in the UK and oversees, such as Southport Soup Kitchen
and Operation Christmas Child (shoebox appeal) continued.
The Lent Project supported Isabel Montoya who runs a school in Lima, Peru in the feeding of
people starving due to the fallout from Covid from the nearby shanty town and also the ongoing
building of the church in Butaka, Rwanda.
Dementia awareness was ongoing – St Luke’s Church having membership of the Dementia
Action Alliance.
Teddy Bears continued to be knitted for Tragedy.
Contributions through association with the Southport Soup Kitchen continued with the
preparation of hampers for needy families at Christmas.
The Vicar and three church members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) attended the
residential course, ‘Leading your Church into Growth’ and have started teaching the course to
the PCC.
The PCC and Standing Committee have continued to meet regularly on Zoom.
St Luke’s Church participated in the Deanery working groups on Parish Share and Diversity.
The parish magazine continued its paper and online publications despite the difficulties
presented by Covid.
2022:
Prior to closing prayers, the Revd Dr Matt Davis concluded the APCM by thanking all who had
participated in the many church activities throughout 2021. The church was beginning to grow,
and that growth was to be encouraged and nurtured further throughout 2022, not only by the
ongoing delivery and development of many of the activities currently undertaken, but also
through the initiation of new activities like: starting a group for school secondary age children;
midweek children’s group/s that can bring their friends to; arranging a discipleship course;
building up the music group and choir after the pandemic; redesigning the church website – all
achievements (past, present and future) to be seen as evidence of God’s work in us. The Revd
Matt reminded everyone of the Bible verse for the year: “So then, just as you received Christ
Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him.” (Colossians 2:6 NIV). He told us to reflect on
the verse and make Jesus the focus of all we do in our daily lives.

Ken Davies – Assistant Editor and PCC Member
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Thought for May
My uppermost ‘Thought for May’ is still firmly fixed on the brutal war in Ukraine. We
have now moved on to accumulating death, atrocities, war crimes and mass
destruction guaranteeing the inevitable exodus of millions of refugees. At times, it’s a
hard watch on TV. It is early April as I write, and at present, there seems no end to the
human carnage, suffering and sacrifice. How will it end? Most people would agree that
before any meaningful peace can prevail, the fighting must stop, and dialogue begin.
Wars have arguably been the ‘death-tree’ of history, branching through every century,
rooted in the past, but still flourishing today. They are nothing new. They are worldwide. At the end of the First World War, people proclaimed ‘it was the war to end all
wars’, yet 20 years later we were at it again and plunged into World War II. History has
given us so-called ‘just wars’ and even ‘holy wars’ – terms I find difficult to comprehend.
The commonality shared by all wars is their glorification of tragedy and loss. Death is
cheap in war, but the needless loss of a loved one burns forever deeply in the hearts
and minds of close family and friends.
Will we ever learn? Only when the world finds and grows with the Lord, our Saviour.
Ken Davies – Assistant Editor
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
Archbishops’ prayer for Ukraine
God of peace and justice,
we pray for the people of Ukraine today.
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.
We pray for those with power over war or peace,
for wisdom, discernment and compassion
to guide their decisions.
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear,
that you would hold and protect them.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Amen.
Archbishop Justin Welby (Archbishop of Canterbury)
Archbishop Stephen Cottrell (Archbishop of York)
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Help for Ukraine

Barnabas Fund: https://www.barnabasfund.org/gb/
Christian Aid: https://www.christianaid.org.uk
Methodist Church UK: https://www.allwecan.org.uk
Operation Mobilisation: https://www.uk.om.org/appeal/ukraine-in-crisis
Samaritan’s Purse: https://www.samaratans-purse.org.uk
Transform Europe Network: https://www.ten-uk.org
World Vision: https://www.worldvision.org.uk
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Walk of Witness and Passion Play

Last Good Friday was a warm and sunny spring day. A large crowd from all churches in Formby
assembled at Boots in the village at 11am. They were lead through the village to the pool
grounds by the cast of the Passion Play. When everyone was assembled, Father John Walsh
introduced the play with a short talk. The cast was made up of members from all the local
churches. The play was well acted. The crowd were visibly moved.

Photos by PCC members Hugh/Anne Dixon and June McGibbon
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SERVICES FOR MAY 2022
Sunday 1st May – Easter 3
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
All-age Service with
Holy Communion CW
Thursday 5th May
9.15am
Holy Communion CW
Sunday 8th May – Easter 4
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Morning Worship
with Children’s Church*
Sunday 15th May – Easter 5
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
Holy Communion
with Children’s Church* CW
Sunday 22nd May – Easter 6
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Baptism
Sunday 29th May – Easter 7
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Morning Worship
with Children’s Church*
(*Term time only)
ASCENSION DAY – Thursday 26th May (check notices for any extra service/s).
ERRATUM – April services – Easter Day 17th April 8.30am Holy Communion service should
have read BCP and Sunday 24th April 8.30am Holy Communion service should have read CW.
They were printed the other way round. We apologise for any misunderstandings.
“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him.”
(Colossians 2:6 NIV)

ASCENSION DAY
This month at Ascension Day, we remember Jesus ascending to ‘God’s right hand’ (1 Peter
3:22). It’s a somewhat neglected Christian festival, taking place on a Thursday, 40 days after
Easter. However, this phrase is used in three different contexts in the New Testament. – Sitting
at God’s right hand, standing at God’s right hand and praying at God’s right hand. Jesus
occupies a position of power and authority at the centre of the universe, ‘exalted to the right
hand of God’ (Acts 2:33). This position was secured by His death and resurrection, enabling
us to experience the life of heaven, including eternal life, forgiveness, healing and the power
to transform lives and communities. Finally, we are told that Jesus is ‘interceding for us’ at
God’s right hand (Romans 8:34 & Hebrews 7:25). Jesus is on our side at the heart of the
universe and fully knows our needs when praying for us. He is for us, even when we feel
defeated by the wrong things in our lives. How does this help us now? (Parish Pump –
abridged).
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WHO’S WHO
Vicar

Rev. Dr. Matt Davis

Readers

Prof. Allan Hobson
Mrs Anne Dixon
Mrs Jean Watts

Readers emeritus

Mr Colin Trollope
Mr Chris Mulford

Churchwardens

Mrs Fiona Grieveson
Mr Steve Ginn

Deputy Churchwardens

Mr John McGibbon
Mrs Sheila Rodger
Mr Peter Griffin

Treasurer
Deputy Treasurer

Mr Hugh Dixon
Mrs Gwyneth Croft

PCC Secretary
Electoral Roll Officer

Mrs Christine Payne
Mrs Jean Cox

Deanery Synod Representatives

Mr James Patterson
Mrs Chris Payne
Mr Andrew Cox
Mr David Moore

Weekly Envelope Scheme
and Gift Aid
Legacy Officer

Mrs Rachel Patterson

Parish Hall Secretary
Meeting Room Secretary

Mr Steve Ginn
Mrs Fiona Grieveson

Newsletter Editor
Magazine Editor
Assistant Editor
Magazine Distribution
Magazine Adverts

Mrs Irene Powell
Mrs Margaret Cooke (Contributions to
Margaret by 10th of the month please
by e-mail if possible – see Page 1)
Mr Ken Davies
Mr Colin Cooke
Mrs Margaret Cooke

Church and Churchyard Maintenance

Mr Allan Worthington

Safeguarding Officer
and Child Protection Officer

Mrs Joyce Eddlestone

Pastoral Care co-ordinator
and Vulnerable Adults Officer

Mrs Jean Watts

Health & Safety Officer

please see wardens

Woodland Workshop Co-ordinator

Mr Peter Griffin

Cathedral Representative

Mrs Elizabeth Lowe

Church Mission Society and
Mid-Africa Mission

Mrs June McGibbon

Mr John McGibbon

Page 11

WHAT’S ON
Home Bible Groups meet regularly as part of the teaching and learning programme
of the church Wednesdays 10 00am – at 143 Gardner Rd. – contact Rhona Heron Tel. 871545.
Wednesdays 7.30pm - at 6 Stapleton Rd. - contact Anne Dixon Tel. 834120.

Mondays 7.30pm – at 1 Wicks Green Close - contact Irene Powell Tel. 620430.
Alpha courses are also held at various times and locations (Co-ordinator Rhona Heron Tel. 871545).
Tuesday Lunch in the Meeting Room on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month between 12 and 2.00pm
for food, drinks and a chat. (NB No lunch on the day after a Bank Holiday).
Creche - a creche is available at all 10.30am services.
Children’s and Young People’s Activities

Uniformed Organisations in the Church Hall unless otherwise stated
Rainbows
Brownie Guides
4th Formby

contact District
Commissioner

Sheila Kirk

875393

6.00pm
Room)
6.00pm

Julie Maher

8th Formby

Monday
(In the Meeting
Wednesday

Guides
4th Formby

Wednesday

7.30pm

Julie Clark

833757

Beavers

Thursday

6.00pm

contact Gordon Hilbert

874167

Cub Scouts

Monday

6.30pm

Contact Gordon Hilbert

Scouts

Tuesday

7.30pm

Ian Phillips

Group Leader

07811

907003

Jenette Rowlands

Gordon Hilbert

07889
682131
874167

Confirmation classes for juniors and adults are held annually.
Home Communion - The Wardens welcome the names and addresses of the sick and elderly who
would like Holy Communion monthly at home.
Baptisms, Weddings - Contact the Wardens after the 10.30am service.
PCC – if you would like to communicate a concern to the PCC, the Standing Committee members
are: Mr Hugh Dixon (treasurer), Mr Steve Ginn (warden), Mrs Fiona Grieveson (warden), Mrs
Christine Payne (secretary).
Other committee members are: Mr Andrew Cox, Mr Ken Davies, Mrs Ann Dennison, Mrs Anne Dixon,
Mrs Maggie Elkington, Mr Peter Griffin, Prof Allan Hobson, Mrs June McGibbon, Mr David Moore, Mrs
Rachel Patterson, Mr James Patterson, Mrs Sheila Rodger, Mr Colin Trollope, Mrs Jean Watts.
Toilet facilities are available in the Meeting Room and are open during the services.
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Association
of Formby Artists
ART EXHIBITION
Saturday 14th May 9-30 a.m. to 4-30 p.m.
Holy Trinity Church Hall Rosemary Lane, Formby
Admission - Adults £1
Refreshments Included

Page 13

To advertise in this
magazine
please contact
Margaret Cooke
Tel 01704 876325

PEST CONTROL

Wasps, mice, rats etc
Phone J. E. Alvey
01704 213025
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WHAT’S ON FOR THE ‘ELDERLY’ IN MAY
St Luke’s Church Meeting Room (St Luke’s Church Road)
•
•
•

Tuesday Lunch 17th May; 12 noon (donations for lunch) – just one this month.
Lifeboat Team Room opened Friday 29 th April.
Advance Notice re Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations on St Luke’s Church site
throughout the weekend of Friday 3 rd June to Monday 6th June. The Lifeboat Tea Room
will be open. Preliminary planning details to be found on page 16.

St Peter’s Church and Parish Hall (Paradise Lane)
•
•
•

St Peter’s Church celebrates its 275 th Anniversary with a year-long series of events.
Contact Parish Hall 01704 871171 for details.
Bingo for the elderly every Sunday 8.00-9.30pm and Monday 2.00-4.00pm of the
month. Tickets 50p each. Refreshments 20p tea/biscuits.
Raffle £1.00 a strip with prizes on a Sunday night and money prize on Monday
afternoon.

Formby Methodists
The Carers Support Group meets every Friday afternoon 2.00-4.00pm. The group is open to
all carers and the person/s they care for, but also to anyone who needs some additional
company or support.
Formby Library (01704 874177) – Monday to Friday 10.00-4.30pm and Saturday 10.001.30pm – open as normal for browsing and computer use
•
•

FL can offer a limited home delivery service. Please contact Library if interested.
Fortnightly Coffee Mornings (Thursdays 10.30-12noon) and Creative Writing Group
(Fridays 2.00pm), along with Visually Impaired Meeting Group – contact Library for
specific dates in May.

Formby Befriending Scheme
FBS will be holding their Coffee Club on the 1st Tuesday of each month (3rd for May). It is open
to anyone who would like to make new friends or just to have some company. For more
information,
people
can
either
ring:
07437
479417
or
email:
info@formbybefriendingscheme.org.uk
Sefton Dementia Action Alliance – Sefton DAA
The Sefton DAA is made up of organisations across Sefton, working together to radically
improve the lives of people living with dementia and their carers. For further information, please
contact Justine Shenton at: Justine.shenton@seftoncvs.org.uk or via link on Home Page of St
Luke’s Church website.
Association of Formby Artists Art Exhibition – Holy Trinity Church Hall, Rosemary Lane
on Saturday 14th May 9.30am-4.30pm. Admission for adults £1, refreshments included.
The Abbeyfield Neighbourhood Jubilee Lunch – advance notice – Sunday 5th June at
12noon in celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee at Formby Luncheon Club, Rosemary
Lane – street party themed lunch followed by live music from the 40’s. Book your place by
calling Joanne Painter on 07831 990653 or emailing j.painter@abbeyfield.com
Ken Davies – Assistant Editor
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QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

The major Platinum Jubilee celebrations will begin on Thursday, June 2, 2022, and will
continue over the weekend until June 5.
We would like to do something special for this. Our Tea Room will be open Thurs 2nd, Fri 3rd
and Sat 4th and we thought about holding an exhibition in church over the 3 days.
We would like you to enter arts and crafts on the theme of Queen’s Platinum Jubilee:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Design your own crown
Write a poem or short story
Write about a royal memory
Paint/draw a picture
Small flower arrangement
Knit/sew an item

You are not limited in anything except for size. Your item would have to be able to be displayed
in church. We are hoping that St Luke’s School will also take part. So – if you have any ideas
let us know! We will have some entry forms to inform us what you will be doing.
Jean Cox 879377 jeanecox@outlook.com
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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Josephine Butler, social reformer for women
Josephine Butler is the ‘saint’ for anyone who believes in social justice. This remarkable 19th
century clergyman’s wife became a renowned campaigner for women’s rights and for putting
a halt to human trafficking.
Josephine was born in Northumberland in 1828, the daughter of a wealthy family of liberal
politics and committed Christian faith. They had already been deeply involved in the abolition
of slavery and the extension of the franchise. Such notions of equality instilled into Josephine
a passionate desire to combat social injustice.
In 1852 Josephine married George Butler, the son of the Headmaster of Harrow, who shared
her views. George was ordained in 1854 and they moved first to Oxford and then to
Cheltenham. In 1863 tragedy struck when their daughter Eva fell to her death. Josephine’s
grief found expression a few years later, when in 1865 George had become Headmaster of
Liverpool College, and the couple were settling in Liverpool. Josephine was horrified at the
lives of destitute women in Liverpool, and so she founded a ‘home’ to care for them, as well
as a hostel to train them for suitable work. In 1869 she agreed to head a campaign against the
Contagious Diseases Act of 1866, and by 1871 she had addressed a Royal Commission,
explaining how this Act brutalised these women, already trapped in the slavery of prostitution.
She got the Act rescinded.
By 1882, when George had become a Residentiary Canon of Winchester Cathedral, Josephine
had not only founded a refuge for recovering prostitutes in Winchester, but she had also begun
to fight sex trafficking across the world. This included freeing British girls from Belgian brothels.
By 1885 Josephine had exposed the white slave trade in London and had got Parliament to
increase the age of consent for girls from 13 to 16, and to penalise those engaged in the
transport of women for profit.
In 1890 George died, but Josephine continued her work until retirement to Northumberland,
where she died in 1906.
All in all, Josephine Butler’s deep Christian compassion transformed the lives of many tens of
thousands of suffering women. She has been described as one of the most important early
members of the feminist movement.

(Parish Pump)
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
Smile Lines
Preaching
Church members were discussing the vicar’s and the curate’s sermons. The churchwarden
said: “The vicar, now, when she says, ‘in conclusion’, she concludes. But the curate, when he
says ‘lastly’ – my! How he does last!”
Pillar
After a certain Dean retired, several years ago, from his cathedral, he began writing for the
press. Soon a rival newspaper declared that he was no longar a pillar of the Church of England,
but now only two columns in the Evening Standard.
Classified ad: Wedding dress for sale. Worn once, by mistake. Call Stephanie.
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Our Tea Room Opened
Friday 29th April
then

Fridays, Saturdays & Bank Holidays
11:00am - 4:00pm
until August 29th
in

St. Luke’s Meeting Room
Formby L37 2DF
Next to the Church in the Pinewoods with pedestrian
access from St. Luke’s Church Road and Lifeboat Road.
Half a mile from Formby train station
on the way to the beach.

TEA, COFFEE, SOFT DRINKS,
SANDWICHES, SOUP, CAKES
Tables indoors and outside
Page 18
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Call Us Today on 07963 194969
info@karenashop.co.uk

I

www.karenashop.co.uk

22 - 24 Chapel Lane Formby L37 4DU
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Wordsearch for May
Prayer for Ukraine
Lord, we pray for Ukraine, a nation in which 70% of the population call themselves Christian.
You, Lord, make wars cease to the end of the earth; you break bows, shatter spears, and burn
shields with fire [Psalm 46:9]. And so, we ask you now to save the lives of many people in
Ukraine. De-escalate this crisis. We hear of wars and rumours of wars (Matt. 24:6], but you
Lord are our rock, our fortress, and our deliverer. Our hope is in you. And so, we address the
nations now. In the name of Jesus, we say: “Be still and know God! He is exalted among the
nations; He shall be exalted in the earth.” [Psalm 46:10]. Kyrie eleison – Lord, have mercy.
(Parish Pump)

Ukraine
War
Cease
Earth
Break

Bows
Shatter
Spears
Burn
Shields

Fire
Save
Many
Lives
Crisis
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Lord
Our
Rock
Fortress
Deliverer

Hope
In
You
Be
Still

Crossword for May
Across
1 Overpowered (Deuteronomy 11:4) (11)
9 ‘The — are mantled
with corn’ (Psalm 65:13)
(7)
10 ‘Each man—a sword
to his side’(Exodus32:27)
(5)
11 On the death of Jesus
the curtain in the temple
was torn from—to bottom
(Matthew 27:51) (3)
13 Stagger (Isaiah 28:7)
(4)
16 ‘Anyone, then, who
knows the good he
ought——and doesn’t do
it, sins’ (James 4:17)
(2,2)
17 Stir up or provoke
(Acts13:50) (6)
18 Burden (Luke11:46)
(4)
20 ‘As far as the east is
from the—, so far has he
removed
our
transgressions from us’
(Psalm 103:12) (4)
21 Sign (Luke23:38) (6)
22 ‘After that, Jesus poured water into a basin and began to—his disciples’ feet’ (John 13:5) (4)
23 The nature of the seven ears of corn which swallowed up the good ears in Pharaoh’s dream
(Genesis 41:23) (4)
25 Has (anag.) (3)
28 ‘This is the account of Shem, Ham and Japheth, —sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5)
29 ‘I will...make them drunk, so that they...sleep for—and—awake’ (Jeremiah 51:39) (4,3)
30 Paul said of him, ‘he often refreshes me and is not ashamed of my chains’ (2 Timothy 1:16)
(11)
Down
2 Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5)
3 ‘A bruised — he will not break’ (Matthew 12:20) (4)
4 ‘Suddenly a great company of the heavenly — appeared with the angel’ (Luke 2:13) (4)
5 Slip (anag.) (4)
6 ‘Take an awl and push it through his — — into the door, and he will become your servant for
life’ (Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4)
7 Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11)
8 ‘Therefore, as we have —, let us do good to all people’ (Galatians 6:10) (11)
12 Acquire (2Timothy 2:10) (6)
14 Container cover (Numbers19:15) (3)
15 ‘He...became obedient to death, even death on——!’ (Philippians 2:8) (1,5)
(Continued on page 23)
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19 Refrain(1Peter2:11) (7)
20 ‘She began to—his feet with her tears’ (Luke7:38) (3)
24 One who worships Brahma, Vishnu or Shiva (5)
25 ‘Give to everyone who—you’ (Luke 6:30) (4)
26 ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills; where does my—come from?’ (Psalm 121:1) (4)
27 One of those whom the Lord said would be taken from Jerusalem and Judah as judgment on
them (Isaiah 3:2) (4)
(SOLUTION AT BOTTOM OF PAGE)
‘’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’

SMILE LINES
On the church noticeboard: Contact lens found in church. See Vicar if you can.
She often broke into song because she couldn’t find the key.
A mistake is proof that someone was at least trying to accomplish something.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
(CROSSWORD SOLUTION)
ACROSS: 1, Overwhelmed. 9, Valleys. 10, Strap. 11, Top. 13, Reel. 16, To do. 17, Incite. 18,
Load. 20, West. 21, Notice. 22, Wash. 23, Thin. 25, Ash. 28, Noah’s. 29, Ever not. 30,
Onesiphorus.
DOWN: 2, Value. 3, Reed. 4, Host. 5, Lisp. 6, Ear lobe. 7, Overflowing. 8, Opportunity. 12,
Obtain. 14, Lid. 15, A cross. 19, Abstain. 20, Wet. 24, Hindu. 25, Asks. 26, Help. 27, Hero.
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