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•

Members supported with bedding and kitchen utensils
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•
•
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parts of the diocese
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Aim: To provide a church in Butaka

Achieved:
•
•
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Worshipping community in church
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•

Fund windows, doors and flooring

Groupe Scolaire Secondary School
•
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•
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Vicar – Rev. Dr. Matt Davis

From the Vicarage
Dear Friends
I love going on holiday during the summer. This year we spent two weeks in north Wales,
which coincided with the first heatwave (we were very grateful for the sea and a sandy beach
not far away!). It’s always great to get away for a few weeks to spend time together as a family,
go for walks, explore the surroundings, read a few books, relax and refresh ourselves. After
looking forward to the holiday for so long, it’s nice to finally be away.
Though I always notice, no matter how long we’re away for and no matter how lovely a time
we’re having, that I’m always ready to go home after about a week and a half. I don’t mean I
want to pack up and head back before the holiday ends, but rather that I look forward to getting
home. There’s something comfortable about being at home. At home the mattress and pillows
are just right (am I sounding old?!). At home we’re used to the idiosyncrasies of the shower
and the hot water system. At home the kitchen cupboards have all the utensils we need. At
home life is easier: so many things are “just right”.
There’s no place like home! Home is where we can relax. It’s also where we can be ourselves.
I wonder if that is why Jesus describes heaven as a new home:
Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s
house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there
to prepare a place for you? (John 14:1–2)
Jesus doesn’t describe heaven as a five-star hotel or an all-inclusive holiday destination.
Instead, he describes it as home, a place in God’s house. Heaven is God’s home but he’s not
limiting it to that: it is being prepared for us to call it home as well.
It’s hard to imagine how wonderful heaven will be, and how perfect it will be. We can’t imagine
a place without problems because we’re so used to them down here on earth. We look forward
to a holiday, only to be disappointed by something not working out. We look forward to getting
home, but there’s a pile of bills waiting for us just inside the door. Heaven will be different: it’s
going to be good, very good—perfect! If you struggle to imagine it, let me just describe it as
somewhere that everything is going to be “just right”—only better!
And the best bit about heaven is that we don’t need to save up or buy tickets to get there.
Jesus simply says a few verses later that he will take his followers with him to heaven, and
then he declares:
I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
(John 14:6)
(Continued on Page 2)
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We all long for somewhere we can relax and be ourselves. Jesus promises us that he is the
only person who can give us such a place: we just need to believe him. I’m aware that that is
easier for some of us, while others of us will have plenty of questions about Jesus. Why don’t
you join us for the next What If? course? It’d be great to tell you more about Jesus.
With every blessing,
Matt

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
CHURCH REGISTER
Baptism:
10th July – Jack Mushrow
Funerals:
4th July – Sarah Weedon
9th July – Kenneth Sevenoaks & Ken Taylor (burial ashes)
11th July – Jill Purcell (burial ashes)
13th July – William Belshaw
11th August – Pauline Jones
20th August – Helen Haughton (burial ashes)
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

DATES AND NOTES

SERVICES – The wearing of face coverings and social distancing are no longer necessary in
church. However, it is totally acceptable for those who wish to wear face coverings and socially
distance to continue doing so. A one-way system continues to operate during communion
services. For those still not happy about coming to church, you can watch and listen to our
services on Zoom. Contact the wardens or Jean Cox for details. We are now using the meeting
room for teas and coffees after both 8.30 and 10.30 services.
HARVEST SUNDAY – 2nd Oct – ADVANCED NOTICE.
PRAYER CHAIN – Please contact Philip Lowe if you know of someone who would appreciate
prayer support (p.h.lowe50@btinternet.com).
HOME BIBLE STUDY GROUPS – recommencing in Sept. See page 12 for preliminary details.
LIFEBOAT TEA ROOM – closed until spring.
OPEN DOORS – reopens Sat 24th Sept, 10-12, for tea/coffee and a chat.
TUESDAY LUNCH – 6th & 20th Sept. Soup, sandwiches, and cake from 12noon to 2pm.
Donations requested.
PARISH BREAKFAST – 1st Sunday in the month, but none this Sept 4th – Ann Wood writes:
“It has come to my attention that some parishioners are concerned about what to offer for a
breakfast, should they do it. Please do what you can, it will be appreciated whatever is offered.
It is a shame we have gaps in the year when Sheila and I are elsewhere.” Please contact Ann
on 01704 201859 if you feel you can help. If you are attending on any 1 st Sunday, please record
name on list at back of church for catering purposes.
PARISH PICNIC – Sun 4th Sept on-site after 10.30 service. Bring own lunch.
WOODLAND WORKSHOP – contact Peter Griffin (871846) for details.
SHOEBOX APPEAL – see page 10 for details.
NEXT PCC MEETING – Wed 28th Sept.
DIOCESE IN EUROPE – miss going to church on holiday? There is a website titled ‘Diocese
in Europe’ which gives a list. Put the country you are visiting into their search engine and a list
of churches pops up. The services are in English.
SHYIRA TRUST AGM (ADVANCED NOTICE) – Sunday 9th Oct commencing at 12.15pm in
the church meeting room.
QUESTIONNAIRE – loose insert for subscribers to offer opinion/thoughts on how our parish
magazine might be improved. We would welcome returns by 10th Sept to enable us to give
some feedback in our Oct issue.
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THANK YOU!!
I cannot put THANK YOU in big enough print to express our thanks to all of you who kept the
Tea Room going this summer. You were all amazing.
I am writing this while we still have 3 weekends remaining of our Tea Room season. On
Monday 29th of August we will close the door on another busy year.
Our customers have again enjoyed good food and
good service - and we must say another big thank
you to the many, many talented musicians who
have given their time freely in the afternoons to
entertain our visitors.
We will have been open for 18 weekends. It is
always a daunting prospect at the beginning, but
we have made it. What a great team! Shoppers,
setters-up, put-away-ers (inside and out), foodpreparers,
washer-uppers,
tray-carriers….to
mention but a few of the jobs.
We have welcomed people from near and far, we
have catered for large family groups looking for
somewhere the children can play, and single
people looking for a bit of company. Many of our
customers have become regulars and friends and
we hope to welcome them next year.
To all who helped this year,

THANK YOU!!!

If you didn’t – what is holding you back? A day or two (or more!) next year during the 4month season would help to fill the rota and encourage us to feel that we can open again to
welcome all to our church.
Jean Cox
ps
The Tea Room may close its doors on Monday 29th August but we will be starting our Open
Doors coffee mornings so you can still meet for a chat.
The doors will be open, 10 – 12, on Saturdays:
September 24th
October 8th (including Crafty Folk) and October 22nd
November 5th (including Crafty Folk) and November 19th
and we will finish for 2022 on December 3rd with our Christmas Crafts stall.
pps
You might be asking “Crafty Folk”? This is when some of us get together to spend time
working on our crafts (knitting/crochet/cross-stitch/painting etc etc) and have a chat. If we
meet during Open Doors there is the bonus of cake and refreshments on offer!
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WE STOOD ON THE VERY SPOT!
There is a little town on the Turkish Aegean coast called Kushadasi. It’s famous for its leather
and as a stop-over for tourists and pilgrimages such as those I had led a number of times to
the ancient city of Ephesus only three miles away. It was the scene on a visit some years ago
of two English people, beetroot red with the heat, haggling over leather jackets in one of the
many leather boutiques in the town. The gentleman came away with a beauty to his intense
delight. The lady failed to find one to suit!
So, after Ephesus we set out by coach with our pilgrims to visit the Seven Churches of Asia,
named in Revelation. In our itinerary we visited a New Testament site that I had always wanted
to see. There on the coastal plain of Turkey lay Miletus. It was built at the mouth of the long
winding river whose name has given our word ‘Meander,’ scene of one of the most touching
incidents in the Acts of the Apostles, the saying goodbye of Paul to his friends from Ephesus
at the port of Miletus.

Paul, it seems, had set his face on going to Jerusalem. He didn’t want to get mixed up again
with the authorities in Ephesus, so on his way east and to Jerusalem he landed at Miletus and
sent for his friends from the church in Ephesus to say goodbye to them. You can read his
speech to them from Acts 20:17 but at the end something happened which even from this
distance in time touches us greatly. It seems that he had a premonition that his fate would, like
his Lord’s, be determined in Jerusalem. Anyway, his friends came south to meet him and there
occurred something which seems so out of the character of this single-minded man. Or have I
got him wrong?
I have always thought of Paul as an irascible man. I would have hated to have been his curate.
God help anyone who didn’t come up to his expectations! Poor old John Mark found that out
to his cost. Church leaders are not always lovable. There was once an Archbishop, I recall,
who was nicknamed by his clergy ‘The Marble Arch’. One of the biggest boosts I had as a
young priest was when Bishop Stuart Blanch, at an Induction in a neighbouring parish, put his
arm round my shoulders and said, ‘How’s old Roy!’ When he had inducted me into my second
living and its complete and utter mess, he went round the wreck of the church and was heard
to say, ‘Good God’. He looked quizzically at me as though to say,’ Do you know what you are
letting yourself in for?’ The next day there was a knock at the door of our temporary vicarage.
I opened it to find the Bishop of Warrington, John Bickersteth, standing there. He stayed some
time with Barbara and me and I can remember him saying, ‘When a parish is on the floor there
is only one way and that’s up!’ Not only did he encourage me but gave me a good sum of
money to help clear up the churchyard jungle and its plague pit, also the site of a Civil War
skirmish. Nine years later job complete and the church beautifully restored Barbara and I felt
a bit like St Paul at Miletus as we said goodbye to all those lovely people who had stood by us
and helped to bring that parish back to life. It was the happiest part of my ministry and the
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saddest on leaving. A new Bishop of Warrington had come and had stayed in our brand new
vicarage and had told me that he wanted to, ‘stretch me further!’ ‘Not until Barbara comes in
to listen to what you have in mind,’ I said.
The leaders of that small church in Ephesus demonstrated their love for the Apostle. We hear
him say, ‘With all humility and many tears I did my work’ and, ‘There is more happiness in
giving than receiving’. In the whole of scripture there is no more poignant a scene as, ‘When
he had finished speaking he knelt down with them all and prayed. By now they were all in tears;
they put their arms around Paul’s neck and kissed him. What saddened them most was his
saying that that they would never see his face again. Then they escorted him to his ship.’ So
we stood in Miletus in the ruins of the Lion Harbour, now silted up, from which Paul had set
sail. I celebrated a Field Eucharist there and some of our pilgrims were visibly moved as we
read again the story in Acts. Someone said, ‘That’s the kind of church we are called to be!’ We
had stood on the very spot.
Revd Roy Baker

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

SMILE LINES - How to get to Heaven
“If I sold my house and my car, had a big car boot sale and gave all my money to the church,
would I get into Heaven?" the teacher asked her Sunday School class. "No!" the children all
answered.
"If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the grass, and kept everything neat and tidy,
would I get into Heaven?" Again, the answer was "No!"
"Well”, she continued, "then how can I get into Heaven?" A five-year-old boy shouted out,
"You gotta be dead first!"
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REVD MATT AT RANGE
On Thursday 23rd June, Reverend Matt visited Range High School to take part in a Q&A
session with our Year 10 GCSE students. The students have been studying Christian beliefs,
teachings and practices and relished the opportunity to quiz Reverend Matt. Each student had
prepared some questions that they wanted to ask, and these were then sent to him so that he
knew what to expect and had time to think about how he was to answer some very challenging
questions. Students asked questions such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What is the Church of England’s position on predestination - how do free will and God's
omniscience co-exist?
How does science fit into your beliefs?
Do you believe miracles are real or more metaphorical?
Do you believe God created the universe and that he guided evolution?
What is the Church of England’s teaching on euthanasia and abortion?
Have you been on pilgrimage?
Which teaching in Christianity do you believe is the most significant?
Why is there suffering on earth?
Who created God? What’s the Church of England’s belief on this?
What are the different stages in Jesus' crucifixion, resurrection and ascension to
heaven and what are the days called?

Unfortunately, Reverend Matt didn’t have time to answer all the questions, as the lesson
ended. We have agreed to continue our Q&A session in the new academic year and hopefully
tie it in with a visit to St Luke’s Church. As part of our GCSE Religious Studies curriculum, we
look at the importance of public worship, in particular how a Church is conducive for worship.
We also study sacraments, including Baptism and Holy Communion, so a visit to the Church
will enable pupils to have a more experiential learning opportunity.

On behalf of our Year 10 GCSE students, I would like to thank Reverend Matt for his time and
willingness to contribute to the learning of our students, which will aid them in their GCSE
Religious Studies examinations.
Caroline Bridge - Curriculum Area Leader for Religious Education
Page 6

RON WILLIAMS
Ron came to St Luke's church soon after he
moved to Formby in 1985 with his family
(although as I was five at the time, I don't
remember much about the move!).
He soon became very involved in supporting the
church in various ways, through taking roles on
several committees over the years and being a
regular sides-person, normally at the 8.30
communion service. Whether it was using BCP
(Book of Common Prayer) or ASB (Alternative
Service Book) words, here Ron found an
outlet for his deep spirituality, through words but
especially actions. In typically practical and
caring fashion, Ron would frequently give others
lifts to church. He also volunteered to help when Open Church started.
More recently, Ron really enjoyed visiting the Lifeboat Tea Room, as well as the breakfasts in
between the 8.30 and 10.30 services. Food and fellowship were two of his favourite things! I
know he was regularly sighted on his mobility scooter, relishing the chance to stop and talk to
people on his route to church or sometimes to the car park at Lifeboat Road.
He wasn't afraid to voice his opinion but was more than willing to support new initiatives at St.
Luke's and different styles of worship. I know that he encouraged many people in their faith,
through supporting Alpha and participating in Bible study and prayer groups.
Everyone will have their own special memories of Ron and the impact he made on their lives
and on the worshipping life of St. Luke’s. He loved and deeply valued the fellowship, support,
and opportunities to serve others at church. He also enjoyed the opportunity to share a joke
and gently tease those he had got to know over many years. Ron was generous with his time
and skills. His dedication and commitment made a difference not just in church but in his
activities in the wider community.
Ron also spent time as a Governor at St Luke's Primary School, was on the committee of the
Dove Trust Youth Centre and became a volunteer at the Family History helpdesk in Formby
Library. There were many other roles he undertook, both locally and regionally for various
charities and organisations, probably too many to mention here.
I know he will be much missed at St. Luke's and further afield. Ron leaves a great example of
cheerful, wholehearted service to his community and his Lord. By introducing me to St Luke’s
(and encouraging me to come), he left me a great legacy and many happy memories of
participating in groups and enjoying the fellowship that fed my faith over the years that I grew
up here.

In the words of the great Welsh hymn, (which I know he would approve of!) -

Guide me O Thou Great Redeemer--Pilgrim through this barren land--I am weak but Thou art
mighty--Hold me with thy powerful hand--Bread of heaven--Bread of heaven--Feed me now
and evermore--Feed me now and evermore.
Steve Williams
RONALD DAVIES WILLIAMS – Steve, Ron’s son, has set up an online tribute page in memory of his
late Dad. It has space for people to include memories, light a virtual candle and/or donate to charity.
The link is: https://ronalddavieswilliams.muchloved.com/ Ron was indeed a much-loved parishioner at
St Luke’s for many years who very recently passed into God’s hands.
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A JOURNEY OF FAITH
Sometimes I feel a little deprived because I can’t say when I
became a Christian. I have always attended a church from the
earliest time I can remember, and my faith has developed
gradually over the years. Near the end of 1958 I met Marion.
Like me she was a life-time Christian, although from a “high”
church tradition while I had always been “low” church. We
were married in 1961 and our faith has continued to develop
ever since.
In December 1968 we came to Formby and started to attend
our local church – St Luke’s. In those days the church had
various groups that enabled people to meet and discuss
matters of faith. For example, I was in a Men’s group meeting
in the evenings and Marion was able to join a group of ladies for Bible study.
At one fateful APCM I was nominated as Deputy Church Warden. What I didn’t realise was
that deputy wardens were regarded as apprentice wardens, and after two years I became
warden. So started a period of four years that would be important for me. As a warden I became
more involved in the life of the church and was able to learn a lot about the way the church
was managed.
At the end of my four-year service as a warden I had gained a lot of knowledge and began to
wonder what I should do next, although I probably knew what I was called to do. I discussed,
first with Marion, then with Eric Burton, a Reader at St Luke’s the possibility of training as a
Reader. Eventually I discussed the possibility with Rev. Arnold Moon, and before I knew it I
met with a selection board.
Becoming a Reader requires some training. You wouldn’t want just anyone preaching on a
Sunday morning, would you? My training took three years and involved me in reviewing various
aspects of faith. On 4th April 1987 I, along with other people that had completed their training,
received a licence to serve as a Reader. It isn’t a case of complete the training and then do as
you want because it is expected that Readers will attend various in-service training events
organised by their deanery or the diocese and complete a report for the Bishop each year.
A Reader is a Licensed Lay Minister. Readers are not able to carry out baptisms or officiate at
a communion service because they are sacraments. They can undertake non-sacramental
work and that includes funerals, although there is some special training required. Importantly
readers are allowed to preach.
Preaching is a challenge. It involves research into the meaning of the appointed scripture
readings and organising lessons learnt into teaching for the congregation. It is a real learning
and development process and certainly helps support the development of faith. The work done
in preparing a sermon probably means that the person preaching has gained much more from
the preparation than the congregation can ever get from listening.
Because I was a Reader I was able to join a group visit to Rwanda in 2000. That really was a
life changing and faith developing experience. Before going we were warned that we must be
ready to give an account of our faith at any time and that made me think about what I believe
and what I might say when the question was raised. However, the most important thing for me
was the people I met and their quite amazing examples of faith. Just six years earlier most of
them had been refugees fleeing from genocide, or they had somehow been part of the
genocide. Most impressive was the way the people, regardless of their genocide experience,
were working together, united in and openly expressing their faith.
Serving as a Reader has really helped and clarified my faith. When I was discussing the
possibility of training as a Reader with Arnold Moon, I expressed concern that I might not be
able to do the work. Arnold’s response was “If the Lord wants you to do this work, he will not
let you down.” Arnold’s comment has certainly been fulfilled. Perhaps you could become a
reader?
(Continued on Page 9)
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Readers are expected to retire when they reach 70 years of age. They can then be given
Permission to Officiate, PTO, so that they continue to work as before. Eventually they give up
their PTO and become Reader Emeritus. My present thought is that I shall go Emeritus when
my present PTO expires near the end of 2023.
Allan Hobson MBE – Lay Reader
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TESTIMONY OF FAITH – CHRIS PAYNE
I can’t remember a time when I didn’t believe in God.
Coming to know Jesus took a little longer. When I was
four, my mother took me to live for at least six months with
my grandmother in Tullaroan, Kilkenny and after two or
three weeks, she returned home. I have never been able
to find out why and felt abandoned. But God was with me.
It was because of my time in Ireland that I received my
faith in God, and what had seemed a hurtful experience,
turned into a blessing.
As a small child in a staunchly Roman Catholic
community, I naturally went to Mass in the little church in
Tullaroan. The church seemed a magical place to me, with candles, statues, the glorious
singing of the Hennessey sisters who stood behind me and the solemn ritual being played out
before my eyes. I loved it. The community didn’t just pay lip service to their religion either. One
Sunday, my grandmother was unwell and couldn’t attend Mass. Later that day, she asked me
to help get the trestle tables out. I remember this peculiar hum which gradually became voices;
it seemed as if the entire congregation came to our cottage that evening carrying gifts of bread,
cheese, cooked meals of every sort, and on asking why this was, a lady I didn’t know said:
“Hannah was not at Mass, so she must be ill, and will need all our help.”
Just before Christmas 1948, my mother came to fetch me. I did not recognise her. I remember
‘washing the vessels’ when I returned to my English grandmother’s house where we lived and
feeling this rise of resentment hearing my aunt who also lived with my English grandmother,
saying: “Oh the poor little thing, they had her doing the chores.” The powerlessness of a small
child unable to defend her Irish grandmother, stays with me still. When she came to stay with
us (we had our own house, by then) I naturally went to Mass with her, even though my father
strongly disapproved. My mother was brought up a catholic, my father, a protestant, although
he never went to church.
I went to many churches when I moved as a married woman to Sutton Coldfield, and my son
Barnaby won a scholarship to become a choirboy at Lichfield Cathedral School; of course I
attended regularly there. I think it was then when I fully accepted Jesus as my Lord and
Saviour. I attended other churches when I moved to Formby, and again God was at work.
When my grandsons were presenting the flags for the Scout movement at St. Luke’s, the
welcome I received was something I had not experienced ever before in any church, and thank
God for his guidance, I have attended ever since.
It was no accident that I spent time with Christians in Ireland, that my son became a Chorister
in the Cathedral, that I moved to Formby and found my church. God was with me, guiding my
steps along the way, and I am profoundly grateful. Praise his Holy Name.
Chris Payne – PCC Secretary
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SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 2022
Thursday 1st September
9.15am
Holy Communion CW
Sunday 4th September – Trinity 12
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
All-age service with
Holy Communion CW
Sunday 11th September – Trinity 13
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Morning Service with
Children’s Church*
Sunday 18th September – Trinity 14
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
Holy Communion with
Children’s Church* CW
Sunday 25th September – Trinity 15
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Morning Worship with
Children’s Church*
(*Term time only)
(Harvest – Sunday 2nd October)
“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him.”
(Colossians 2:6 NIV)

SHOEBOX APPEAL
Will you pack a shoebox this year, and light up a child’s life?
From Sunday 4th September, St Luke’s support for the Samaritan’s Purse collection of boxes
will begin. The boxes, leaflets and posters will appear at the back of church. All the instructions
on how to pack a shoebox are explained in the leaflets, and the information on what can and
what cannot be included is there too.
Last year one or two boxes had been covered in beautiful wrapping paper, and whilst they
looked superb, sadly the children would probably not see it, as all boxes are opened at the
collection centres to check for items which are unacceptable, and any wrapping paper will be
damaged or destroyed. A simple strong elastic band will keep the lid in place and help to speed
up the checking process. Please don’t forget to sellotape the Boy/Girl information strip to the
top of the box.
The leaflet also explains the donation of £5 which is critical to the running of the operation. It’s
best done online, but if this is not available, there is an envelope with the leaflet for cash or a
cheque. Making this donation means you are more likely to receive feedback as to where your
box went.
The last date for placing filled boxes in church is Sunday 13th November. During the following
week, boxes will be uplifted and taken to the collection centre which will most likely be Christ
Church in Southport.
David Moore - PCC
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WHO’S WHO
Vicar

Rev Dr Matt Davis

Readers

Prof. Allan Hobson
Mrs Anne Dixon
Mrs Jean Watts

Readers emeritus

Mr Colin Trollope
Mr Chris Mulford

Churchwardens

Mrs Fiona Grieveson
Mr Steve Ginn

Deputy Churchwardens

Mr John McGibbon
Mrs Sheila Rodger

Treasurer
Deputy Treasurer

Mr Hugh Dixon
Mrs Gwyneth Croft

PCC Secretary

Mrs Christine Payne

Electoral Roll Officer

Mrs Jean Cox

Deanery Synod Representatives

Mr James Patterson
Mrs Chris Payne
Mr Andrew Cox
Mr David Moore

Gift Aid Officer

Mrs Rachel Patterson

Legacy Officer

Mr John McGibbon

Parish Hall Secretary
Meeting Room Secretary

Mr Steve Ginn
Mrs Fiona Grieveson

Newsletter Editor
Magazine Editors

Magazine Distribution
Magazine Collation
Magazine Adverts

Mrs Irene Powell
Mrs Margaret Cooke
Mr Ken Davies
(Contributions by 10th of the month –
preferably by email – see page 1)
Mr Colin Cooke
Mr David Moore
Mrs Margaret Cooke

Church and Churchyard Maintenance

Mr Allan Worthington

Safeguarding Officer

Mr Peter Griffin

Child Protection Officer

Mrs Joyce Eddlestone

Pastoral Care co-ordinator
and Vulnerable Adults Officer

Mrs Jean Watts

Health & Safety Officer

Mr David Hogben

Woodland Workshop Co-ordinator

Mr Peter Griffin

Cathedral Representative

Mrs Elizabeth Lowe

Church & Mid-African Mission

Mrs June McGibbon
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WHAT’S ON

Prayer evenings – first week in Sept. Check notices for details.
Home Bible Groups – relaunching 2nd week in Sept. If you would like to join a group, please add your
name to the list at the back of church or the one in the meeting room. We are hoping to offer various
times and days to give people the best chance of being able to join a group.
Exciting new initiative - St Luke’s Youth Group started Sun 12th June for Y6 children and above from
7.45-9.00pm each Sun during term time. It is led by Liz & Matt at the vicarage. There are pizza/snacks;
games; and a chance to explore and grow our faith in Jesus. (Name TBC and to be chosen by the
group).
Parish Picnic – on-site, Sunday 4th Sept after 10.30 service. Bring own lunch.
Open Doors – reopens Sat 24th Sept,10-12, for tea/coffee and a chat.
Tuesday Lunch - in the Meeting Room on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month (6th & 20th Sept) between
12 and 2.00pm for food, drinks, and a chat. (NB No lunch on the day after a Bank Holiday).
Parish Breakfast (between Sunday services) - in the meeting room, 1st Sunday of the month, subject
to volunteer staff availability. None in Sept.
Woodland Workshop – contact Peter Griffin (871846) for details.
Creche - a creche is available at all 10.30am services.
Uniformed Organisations in the Church Hall unless otherwise stated Rainbows
Brownie Guides
4th Formby

contact District
Commissioner

Sheila Kirk

875393

6.00pm
Room)
6.00pm

Julie Maher

8th Formby

Monday
(In the Meeting
Wednesday

Guides
4th Formby

Wednesday

7.30pm

Julie Clark

833757

Beavers

Thursday

6.00pm

contact Gordon Hilbert

874167

Cub Scouts

Monday

6.30pm

Contact Gordon Hilbert

Scouts

Tuesday

7.30pm

Ian Phillips

Group Leader

07811

907003

Jenette Rowlands

Gordon Hilbert

07889
682131
874167

Confirmation classes for juniors and adults are held annually.
Home Communion - The Wardens welcome the names and addresses of the sick and elderly who
would like Holy Communion monthly at home.
Baptisms, Weddings - Contact the Wardens after the 10.30am service.
PCC – if you would like to communicate a concern to the PCC, the Standing Committee members are:
Rev Dr Matt Davis (Vicar), Mr Hugh Dixon (Treasurer), Mr Steve Ginn (Warden), Mrs Fiona Grieveson
(Warden), Mrs Christine Payne (Secretary).
Other PCC committee members are: Mr Andrew Cox, Mr Ken Davies, Mrs Ann Dennison, Mrs Anne
Dixon, Mrs Maggie Elkington, Mr Peter Griffin, Prof Allan Hobson, Mrs June McGibbon, Mr David Moore,
Mrs Rachel Patterson, Mr James Patterson, Mrs Sheila Rodger, Mr Colin Trollope, Mrs Jean Watts.
Toilet facilities are available in the Meeting Room and are open during the services.
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ST LUKE’S SCOUT GROUP
Cubs
Cubs have gained badges for home safety, artistic and disability awareness. Also working at home
- for hobbies, collector and book reader. They have also been out tracking and using a compass
around the local area. Four cubs took part in the District Sports Day achieving a joint first in the
sack race. They also took part in the District Wet Day held at Waterside Lodge, our headquarters
at the Southport Marine Lake.
The Cub Leaders look forward to more youngsters joining the Pack.
Scouts
Nine Challenge badges are required to achieve a Chief Scouts Gold Award. To date, five scouts
have achieved the Creative Challenge badge which involved the construction of LED lit lanterns,
bird boxes and bug boxes and also public performance.
The Personal Challenge badge has also been achieved and this badge requires parental support.
Since last September we have undertaken two winter night hikes walking towards the rifle ranges
which provided an impressive view of the River Mersey and Liverpool and Wirral lights. Our preChristmas outing involved tenpin bowling, laser tag and McDonalds. Outside cooking sessions
involved creating and lighting fires, using utensils, and also ‘backwoods’ cooking ie using foil only.
We have also had a canoeing session at Crosby Marina.
Scouts have also been challenged by working in teams ‘problem solving’, all of which contributes
to parts of different badges. Staged badges have also been awarded for Musician, Navigation and
Swimming.
Sadly, we do not have a Beaver Colony (6 to 8 year-olds). Anyone interested in running a Colony?
If so, please contact me (contact details on page 12).
Gordon Hilbert - Group Scout Leader.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

THOUGHT FOR SEPTEMBER
We have experienced here in the UK this summer: heatwaves, drought, and wildfires due to
climate change; travel chaos; rail strikes; unsavoury politics; and witnessed daily from afar the
appalling horrors in Ukraine perpetrated by a Russian despot. Much to pray for!
Therefore, for September, what about making a big effort to put more of a smile on the faces of
ourselves and others? After all, England are UEFA Women’s Euro Champions! Sorry, Matt! Why
not chill out a bit, go with the flow, have a laugh, let your hair down (if you have any!), ‘sing and
dance’, enjoy good company with family or friends – just celebrate life! Easier said than done for
many, I know. But it can prove to be a more than worthwhile tonic. So, just go for it! Relax with
Jesus - I’m sure He would approve.
Heard the tale of the ‘ooooold empty barn’? There’s nothing in it! (Dad’s Army).
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KD

To advertise in this
magazine
please contact
Margaret Cooke
Tel 01704 876325

PEST CONTROL

Wasps, mice, rats etc
Phone J. E. Alvey
01704 213025
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WHAT’S ON FOR THE ‘ELDERLY’ IN SEPTEMBER
St Luke’s Church Meeting Room (St Luke’s Church Road)
•
•
•
•
•

Tues Lunch 6th and 20th Sept 12 noon (donations for lunch).
Lifeboat Tea Room closed until next spring.
Open Doors reopens Sat 24th Sept, 10-12, for tea/coffee and a chat.
On-site picnic after 10.30 service 4th Sept (bring own lunch).
P2 Dates & Notes, P12 What’s On, & Weekly News Sheet for further information.

St Peter’s Church and Parish Hall (Paradise Lane)
•
•
•
•

St Peter’s Church celebrates its 275th Anniversary with a year-long series of events. Contact
Parish Hall 01704 871171 for details.
Bingo for the elderly every Sun 8.00-9.30pm and Mon 2.00-4.00pm of the month. Tickets 50p
each. Refreshments 20p tea/biscuits.
Raffle £1.00 a strip with prizes on a Sun night and money prize on Mon afternoon.
Relaxed Harvest Sunday Service, 25th Sept 2.30pm, with familiar hymns and readings. Service
lasts 30mins. Suitable for anyone who may find a morning service too long or too early (eg living
in a nursing home or living with memory loss). Free refreshments.

Formby Methodists
The Carers Support Group meets every Fri afternoon 2.00-4.00pm at the Methodist Church. The group
is open not only to all carers and the person/s they care for, but also to anyone who needs some
additional company or support.
Formby Library (01704 874177) – Mon to Fri 10.00-4.30pm and Sat 10.00-1.30pm – open as normal
for browsing and computer use
•
•
•

FL can offer a limited home delivery service. Please contact Library if interested.
Fortnightly Coffee Mornings (Thurs 10.30-12noon) and Creative Writing Group (Fri 2.00pm),
along with Visually Impaired Meeting Group – contact Library for specific dates in Sept.
Abbeyfield Neighbourhood Project – Creating Conversations. Every Tues afternoon, 2-3pm. A
free weekly event for older people to share life stories, learn about other people and have a
chat.

Formby Befriending Scheme
FBS will be holding their Coffee Club on the 1st Tues of each month (6th Sept) 2-4pm at the Methodist
Church. It is open to anyone who would like to make new friends or just to have some company. For
more information, people can either ring: 07437 479417 or email:
info@formbybefriendingscheme.org.uk
Sefton Dementia Action Alliance – Sefton DAA
For further information, please contact Justine Shenton at: Justine.shenton@seftoncvs.org.uk or via link
on Home Page of St Luke’s Church website.
Abbeyfield Neighbourhood Project
Tea & Memories – last Fri of each month (30th Sept) 2-4pm. Page 16 for details. This month’s tea party
event at Formby Luncheon Club is to raise funds for Macmillan cancer support. Tea, coffee and lots of
baked goods to enjoy! Free entry but donations to Macmillan welcome! Contact Joanne Painter 07831
990653 / j.painter@abbeyfield.com for more information and forthcoming events.

Ken Davies – Joint Editor

Page 15

Page 16

St Luke’s PCC continue to donate 10% of the monies received through voluntary
giving each year to ten different charities. Over the next three months we
will be looking at aspects of the work of three of the charities that were
selected in November 2021.
THE BIBLE SOCIETY
The aims of the Bible Society are simply stated on its website:
“Working in over 200 countries, Bible Society is a charity on a global mission to bring the Bible
to life for every man, woman and child. We believe that when people engage with the Bible,
lives can change – for good.”
This may perhaps conjure up images of teams of translators working on bringing the Bible to
remote regions of the world for people to read or listen to in their own language, or the mission
workers who take those Bibles overseas. And yes, translation and distribution remain a core
strand of the Bible Society’s work, but there are also significant projects in the UK to help both
adults and children to engage more with the Bible. Two of those are “The Bible Course” and
“Open the Book”.
The Bible Course
For adults, the Bible Society’s “Bible Course” is a series of eight sessions which provide an
overview of the whole Bible, from Genesis to Revelation. Each session includes two “teaching”
slots, a time for group discussion and a time for reflection and prayer. In addition to the weekly
sessions, there is a manual which includes a summary of the videos and suggestions for daily
Bible readings to enable the participants to prepare for the following week’s session.
Over the summer months, around 50 members of Saint Luke’s followed this course, either at
one of two weekly sessions or individually online. I personally found it very helpful to have a
clear overview of the Bible, particularly the way in which the presenters highlighted the links
between the Old and New Testament. It was also a good opportunity to discuss the Bible with
other members of the congregation and to exchange views. The course has encouraged me
to explore parts of the Bible that I do not know, as I can see how they fit into the “big picture”.
Open the Book
Open the Book is an initiative to bring Bible
stories to primary school children. The Bible
Society provide the materials for teams of
storytellers to visit schools; I am grateful to
Geraldine Foster, team coordinator for Open the
Book in Formby for the contribution that follows.
Hillary Griffin
OPEN THE BOOK IN FORMBY
Open the Book assemblies bring Bible stories to
life with the help of children, props, and
costumes. The stories are short, fast moving and
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narrated with actors miming and sometimes speaking a few words rehearsed a week before
the assemblies.
We resumed going into schools last October for monthly Open the Book assemblies in four
local primary schools: Redgate, St Luke’s, Our Lady of Compassion and St Jerome’s
comprising over 1000 children.
This year we presented stories chronologically from the Old and New Testaments from David
and Goliath, Elijah and the Ravens up to Jesus healing the man who couldn’t walk and calming
the storm with plenty of thunder and lightning sound effects and billowing organza waves and
storm clouds operated by children. The children are always keen to take part and the Open
the Book team is warmly welcomed by schools. In the autumn term we plan to tell more stories
from the New Testament then move to using a more thematic approach e.g., stories about the
first Christians based on Acts and stories about trusting God.
The ecumenical team of storytellers in the team are from local churches and go into schools
under the auspices of Churches Together in Formby, Altcar and Hightown. The storytellers
feel privileged to ‘tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord,’ (Psalm 78:4) stories of God’s love and character. Children enjoy engaging with Bible stories and biblical
literacy is increased. Our prayer is that the Open the Book team will be invited into more
schools and that many more children will acquire biblical values that will shape their lives and
as result, that of their communities.
We would like to recruit more storytellers to the Open the Book team to be part of a pool of
storytellers who can dip in from time to time to suit their availability. For more information about
being a storyteller, please contact Geraldine Foster. Email: geraldine@malvernfosters.me.uk
Geraldine Foster (Formby Open the Book team coordinator).
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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WORDSEARCH – THE PARABLE OF THE WEEDS
(MATTHEW 13:24-30)

Ever wonder why there is both good and evil allowed in this world? Jesus told a parable that
touched on this subject – it is called the Parable of the Weeds. It runs like this: Consider the
world as if it were a field where a farmer has sown good seed. But then an enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat. So, when the wheat came up, so did the weeds. What to do?
Instead of destroying the weeds, and thereby risking the wheat, the farmer tells his reapers to
wait and let both wheat and weeds grow together until the harvest. At the harvest he will instruct
the reapers to gather up the wheat, but to discard the weeds. So do not despair when evil
seems to thrive in this world – there is a reckoning still to come, and justice will be done.
Kingdom
Heaven
Good
Seed
Field
Sleeping
Grain

Weeds
Enemy
Servants
Master
Sow
Gather
Reap
Root

Let
Grow
Together
Harvest
Bundles
Barn
Burned

SMILE LINES – BABYSITTING
A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary took Jesus with them to
Jerusalem. A small child replied, “Because they couldn’t get a babysitter”.
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CROSSWORD
ACROSS
1 ‘Unless the Lord builds the house, its
builders — in vain’ (Psalm 127:1) (6)
4 Season of the year (Psalm 84:6) (6)
7 ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the
point of death. — here and keep watch with
me’ (Matthew 26:38) (4)
8 It came over the whole land from the sixth
to the ninth hour on the first Good Friday
(Luke 23:44) (8)
9 Paul invariably did this in the synagogues
he visited on his missionary journeys (Acts
17:2) (8)
13 ‘It is God who works in you to will and to
— according to his good purpose’
(Philippians 2:13) (3)
16 Members of the Church of Scotland (13)
17 ‘Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountain side and — down’ (Matthew 5:1)
(3)
19 Mock (Luke14:29) (8)
24 Disgrace (Psalm 44:13) (8)
25 First month of the Hebrew calendar (Exodus13:4) (4)
26 Christianity of the Britons before Augustine arrived from Rome (6)
27 Mean (Numbers 35:23) (6)
DOWN
1 ‘Whoever finds his life will — it’ (Matthew 10:39) (4)
2 ‘My lord the king, let the — — on me and on my father’s family, and let the king and his throne
be without guilt’ (2 Samuel 14:9) (5,4)
3 O raid (anag.) (5)
4 ‘If two of you on earth — about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in
heaven’ (Matthew 18:19) (5)
5 Take care of (1 Samuel 17:15) (4)
6 What the older son heard as he came near the house the day his prodigal brother came home
(Luke 15:25) (5)
10 ‘Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with —
judgment’ (Romans 12:3) (5)
11 Do ten(anag.) (5)
12 Architectural style first used in Greek temples in the sixth century BC (5)
13 Capable of being used (1Kings 7:36) (9)
14 ‘Each one should — his own actions’ (Galatians 6:4) (4)
15 Among the items imported by Solomon’s fleet of trading ships (1 Kings 10:22) (4)
18 ‘But I am afraid that just _ _ was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow
be led astray’ (2 Corinthians 11:3) (2,3)
20 Outstanding 18th-century hymn writer, — Watts (5)
21 One of the four sons of Asher (Genesis 46:17) (5)
22 Be distressed (Proverbs 24:19 4)
23 He was the father of Gaal, who threatened rebellion against Abimelech (Judges 9:28) (4)
(SOLUTIONS ON OPPOSITE PAGE)
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS
ACROSS: 1, Labour. 4, Autumn. 7, Stay. 8, Darkness. 9, Reasoned. 13, Act. 16, Presbyterians. 17, Sat.
19, Ridicule. 24, Reproach. 25, Abib. 26, Celtic. 27, Intend.
DOWN: 1, Lose. 2, Blame Rest. 3, Radio. 4, Agree. 5, Tend. 6, Music. 10, Sober. 11, Noted. 12, Doric.
13, Available. 14, Test. 15, Apes. 18, As Eve. 20, Isaac. 21, Ishvi. 22, Fret. 23, Ebed.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

SMILE LINES
Hearing is not believing
A wise schoolteacher sent this note to all parents on the first day of school: “If you promise not
to believe everything your child says happens at school, I’ll promise not to believe everything
he or she says happens at home.”
Old leaf?
A little boy opened the big Family Bible. He was fascinated as he fingered through the old
pages. Suddenly, something fell out of the Bible. He picked up the object and looked at it. What
he saw was an old leaf that had been pressed in between the pages. "Mum, look what I found!"
the boy called out, turning the leaf over and over.
"What is it, dear?" asked his mother.
With awe in his voice, the young boy ventured: "I think it's Adam's underwear.”
Back to school
Young James finished his summer holidays and went back to school. Two days later his
teacher phoned his mother to tell her that James was misbehaving. "Wait a minute!" protested
his mum. "I had him here for weeks and I never once called YOU when he misbehaved!"
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